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Letter from Amos Oz

-~

! ‘ ONLY ENDING THE OCCUPATION Ds‘sn

CAN BRING ABOUT A FUTURE OF JUSTICE, FREEDOM R
AND DIGNITY FOR ALL WHO LIVE HERE gy BTSI ELEM

Amos Oz %

Dear friends,

The occupation is already in its 49th year. | am certain that it must be brought to an end as soon as

possible for the sake of the future of the State of Israel, a future to which | am deeply committed. In

view of the increasingly extreme policies espoused by the Israeli government and its clear intentions

to go on controlling the Occupied Territories while dispossessing the local Palestinian population, |

recently resolved to no longer attend any affairs held in my honor at Israeli embassies around the

world. It was not a decision taken lightly, and it was one that pained me greatly. Yet the ongoing
oppression and dispossession in the Occupied Territories, the incitement against anyone who objects

to the government 6s p offoritstcoicelsfreedanotiexptebson anceugdersinea t i v e
the courts 8 all combined to bring about my resolution.

I have been on BOdTselembs Public Council for many
occupation a thing of the past. But, until that ti me comes about d and it will 8 | am proud of the

fearl ess work carried out by Bo6Tsel em: from the f
of fice staff in Jerusalem and its volunteers. BOT

human rights violations in the Occupied Territories, it holds up a mirror to Israeli policy, revealing the
dubious guise of legality under which Israel has held sway over Palestinians for nearly fifty years,
seizing their land and oppressing them.

2014 was one ofthe deadliest years that Israelis and Palestinians have known since 1967. Lamentably,

2015 has also seen many, many weeks of violence. | object to any and all violence against innocent

persons. But | also reject the attempt to pin recentevents exclusivelyon i nci t em8aemi br s man
while discounting the occupation regime with its many years of daily violence against millions of
Palestinians bereft of rights.

These are some of the reasons I choose to be on
organi zati on. And that is why | am writing to you,

by making a clear show of support in favor of human rights and against the occupation. Only ending

the occupation can bring about a future filled with justic e, freedom and dignity for all who live here.

Pl ease join me and support I sraelds | eading human

what it is, documents it, elucidates its implications, and takes a clear stand against it.

Thank you,
Amos Oz

This letter was included in B'Tselem's end of year newsletter:Help End the Occupation: Support
B 0 T s eAmesn®z is an Israeli writer, novelist, journalist and intellectual. He is also a professor of
literature at Ben-Gurion University in Beersheba. He is regarded as Israel’s most famous living author.
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Executive Summary

June 2015 marked 48 years of occupation and  July marked a year since Operation Protective
Edge began - one of the cruelest, and deadliest, in the history of the occupation.

2015 was a turbulent year for the human rights community. March saw the election of the fourth
Netanyahu government - an extreme right-wing religious coalition with a clear policy of maintaining
the occupation while avoiding a diplomatic resolution to the conflict. Starting in early September, a
new wave of violence erupted, which some call the "Knife Intifada", with the tragic involvement of
particularly young attackers, and devastating implications for human rights and human lives. Later on,
Decemberwas characterized by escalatingassaultson Israeli human rights organizations that oppose
t he occupat i onpromiwantty amoBgidhemm eB 6eTns aided the attention generated to
send out an unequivocal message: No attack willkeep us from speaking out against the occupation,
and we will not stop until the occupation end s. It is in this atmosphere of intensifying hostility from
Israeli policymakers and public alike, and in light of Israeli disregard for Palestinian human rights and
human lives, that B 8 T s dds eeaffirmed its commitment to bring the reality in the oPt to light, to
protect human rights, promote respect for international humanitarian law (IHL) and end the
occupation.

In 2015

A B6Tsel em ptordel conspreleensive research reports : Black Flag The Legal and Moral
Implications of the Policy of Attacking Residential Buildings in the Gaza Strip, Summer 2014,
Presumed Guilty: Remand in Custody by Military Courts in the West Bank; and Backed by the
System Abuse and Torture at the Shikma Interrogation Facility. Printed reports were distributed
by post to nearly 10,000 recipients in Israel and abroad, including policymakers, diplomats,
journalists and academics. They were also sent electronically to tens of thousands of people.

A B® T s ecbnéinmed to closely monitor human rights violations in the oPt , in order to provide
accurate,impartialld at a on t he occupation. BOT®@lltestmdnies f i el
and 243 incident reports. We submitted 26 requests to Israeli authorities under the Freedom of
Information Law, and continued our accountability work, turning to the Israeli authorities on 50
incidents of suspected human rights violations, and submitting requests to investigate 49
fatalities. 19 investigations were opened in 2015, 18 on fatalities, and one on violence in detention .

We also submitted 9 principled requests in 2015.

A B6 Ts el e mrdeslia outeeach program continued to expand . BOTsel emds soci
have grown considerably in the last year, now hosting 190,500 members, with the Hebrew and
English Facebook pages reaching a combined average 0f139,000 people every day.B3d Ts el e m0 s
website was visited 557,157 times by 407,208 vi si t or s in 2015. B0 Tsel emd
of the most popular non -profit channels in Israel attracted a staggering 2,268,273 views in 2015.

A B6Tsel emds medi a dtogrov i Bd T s/e |cenrB8tpiessueases in Hebrew,
Arabic and English to over 2,200 local and foreign journalists, and continued to be cited on a daily
basis in the press.In 2015,B 6 T s e | evar 1/9@0 deferencesin the Israeli press and hundreds
of referencesin the international press, including dozens of monthly referencesin major outlets.
B0 Tsel em v i dasetreaimedorégalarhe in the media, and about a dozen op-eds by
B 0 T s athffavere published in local and foreign papers.

A B® T s eemplayed outspoken international and local advocacy to fight impunity . BOoTsel el
conducted meetings, briefings and field visits with a broad range of influential international and
local decision-makers and agenciesin the oPt and abroad, enriching policy discourse by providing
impartial i nf or mati on and a ncied gfter by goveBiiments adficiad anacadanscs
and journalists. T h e and nspreseatclaim thee inteonftionBl @isceuese & m
illustrated in the UN Gaza commission report(June 2015)whi ch ci t e68tmBH Ts el em
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A B6Tsel emds vi de odtpexpgne &durfilmaSmiei anadutee World will Smile Back
created through the project continued to win international acclaim. It was screened atimportant
film festivals, won several awards, and wasshort-listed for the European Film Awards The film had
its Tel Aviv premiere in May, screened to a packed audience.

A Hagai EI-Ad , Executive Director, compl et e &Adtiniteted i r st
a process of organizational review of our goals and strategy through ongoing dialogue and
monthly staffmeetin gs i n Bei t J alJerasalen staffandB\@st Baeklfieddme®earchers,
with our three Gaza field researcherstaking part via Skype. The review led to aparadigm shift
from calling for an end to human rights abuses under occupation to calling for an end to
the occupation , whi ch is itself a dptediathe New Ypitk Times andthes e. E
48™ anniversary of the occupation stressed the need to unmask the guise of "temporariness", one
of our new key messages

Environment and Political Context

2015 marked 48 years since Israel occupied the West Bank and 2§earssince the Interim Agreement

on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (Oslo Ilwas signed. Over the 48 years of occupation, Israel has
consistently failed to uphold its legal obligations towards the protected Palestinian population. Israel

has also failed to provide these protected persons basic rights such as housing, welfare livelihood,
education and healthcare.ltis a good time to recallt hat t he word oOooccupationéd
a legal term that describes the temporary status of a territory that was seized by a state during an

armed conflict. After 48 years of disregard for the laws of occupation, Israels occupation of the West

Bank can be considered neither temporary nor benevolent in intent.

The Gaza Strip

July 2015 also marked a year since Operation Protection Elge, one of the cruelest and deadliest
clashesin the history of the occupation. | n J ul y ,lauiibed a eaipmaign Gaza Todayd One
Year Laterto mark a year since the bombings of the Gaza Strip began. For hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians in the Gaza Stripthe previous s u mme r 8 s rhadgoconme am angoing reality. At
the end of 2015, more than 16,000 families (over 90,000 individuals)remained displaced as a result of
the 2014 Gazalsrael hostilities, which destroyed 11,000 homes and severely damaged or rendered
uninhabitable an additional 6,800 homes. The living conditions of these families raise a range of
concerns, including overcrowding, limited access to basic services, lack of privacy, tensions with host
communities, risks due to unexploded ordnance and exposure to the elements in all weather
conditions.

Beyond the destruction wrought by Protective Edge, Gazans continue to deal wih severe
infringements of human rights and IHL caused by the Israeli siege, ongoing since shortly after Hamas

took control of Gaza in 2007. I n addition, they are subject to o
continued influence on the Gaza Strip. For example, in October and November, demonstrations held

in Gaza to express solidarity with Palestinians in the West Bank in view of recent events there, were

met with unwarranted life gunfire by the Israeli military.B6 Tsel em fi el d researche
found that up to 14 November 2015, 14 people were killed in these demonstrations, including two

who were wounded and later succumbed to their wounds. Thirteen of the people killed were hit by

live bullets and one by a tear-gas canister that penetrated his chest. 379 people were wounded, 247

by live ammunition, 110 by rubber-coated metal bullets, and 22 were struck directly by tear-gas
canisters.

In December 2015, Gazan farmers reported that Israel had sprayed their land with herbicides,
damaging crops in areas Israel had told farmers they were permitted to work. The military fr equently
changes the s-gope zoh edrilmaer féneee but does not mark it or inform farmers.

The West Bank
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In the West Bank, 2015 saw a surge of demolitions in communities at risk of de facto expulsion in
Area C.In August 2015 the Civil Administration carried out a particularly large and cruel demolition
spree, demolishing structures in 29 villages and communities throughout Area C Israeli authorities
demolished 101 structures, including 50 residential structures which were home to 228 people, 124
of them minors.

The extensive demol iti ompdicytowaed ApaC dwhiohfcomprises®0dob s o v
the West Bank & based on its perception of Area C as meant primarily to serve Israeli needs. Israel

works to establish facts on the ground, creating a reality that would be difficult to change under a

future agreement. Such actions include exploiting local resources and building and expanding
settlements. At the same time, Israeli authorities take action designed to force out and expel

Pal estinian residents from Arm#awed@rgument gincerPglestiian | e g a
residents have virtually no way to build legally.

The expulsion plans violate IHL, which prohibits the forcible transfer of protected persons, unless
carried out for their own protection or for an imperative military need. Even when the transfer meets
these criteria, it must be temporary. As the occupying power, Israel has an obligation to work for the
welfare of the residents of the occupied territory. The plan to expel residents from their homes violates
this obligat ion.

2015 also saw an intensification of punitive home demolitions by Israeli authorities, a measure
resumed in July 2014 following a nearly decade-long hiatus. Since October 2015, Israel has stepped
up its use of house demolitions as a punitive measure. In October, authorities blew up three homes
(in the process, two adjacent apartments not slated for demolition were also destroyed) and sealed
another apartment. In_November, authorities demolished 14 apartments, eight of which were not
slated for demolition. In December, authorities demolished six apartments, four of which were not
slated for demolition.

The months since the 1 October killing of Eitam and Naama Henkin, have seendozens of assaults on
civilians and member s bypPaledtidansneldraglsandghe @est Bartk.yThedeo r c e s
attacks have taken the form of stabbings, car-rammings and gunfire. The death toll continue s to rise.

19 Israelis,including three members of Israeli security forces, a foreign citizen and a Palestinian civilian

were killed by Palestinians and two Israelis were accidently killed by "friendly fire" during attacks. 108
Palestinians were killed by Israelis,mostly by Israeli security forces.

Meanwhile, Israeli government officials and others in position of authority have been calling explicitly
tod s h oot sathe lived of Paléstinianseven suspected of perpetrating attack are forfeit, even when
they no longer pose a threat. Up to 31 December 2015,89 assailants or suspected asailants, were shot
dead by Israeli securty forces or civilians, in some cases after the assailants no longer posed a threat.

2015 was also characterized bya severe contraction of the Israeli civil space. The political spectrum
has narrowed considerably, with mainstream positions now echoing positions previously held by the
right wing. An occupation that will go on indefinitely is presented as the only viable option, while no
genuine attempt is made to negotiate with the Palestinians or attem pt to resolve the conflict through
a diplomatic process. There is little political opposition to the government position on the occupation,
and members of the opposition have publically criticized human rights NGOS, often voicing positions
even further to the right of the current government. In order to maintain the narrative that Israel has
no choice but to sustain the occupation, the government has invested serious efforts in trying to
silence the voices from within Israeli civil society speaking out against the occupation. It has also
attempted to divert public attention from the failure of its policies through scapegoating imagined
oOtraitorsdé fr om wwinghasmassertdda monopsly ogeetheilsraeliagehda, so that
the genuine aspirations of Israelis to end nearly 50 years of occupation over millions of Palestinians
is seen not as a legitimate Israeli goal, but a hostile foreign agenda imposed from abroad. Human
rights NGOs are treated not as Israeli citizens exercising their own rightsto freedom of speech and
association, but as traitors representing anti-Israeli, and even anti Semitic, foreign interest.
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Throughout 2015, human rights NGOs were subjected to relentless attacks and threats meant to
silence and i nti mi semdured hath speach cdBnpaigaseh seaial nfedia, including
violent threats, threatening phone calls and emai
have been published on soci al medi a. I n December
Israeli human rights defenders as treacherous foreign agents planted by foreign governments
supporting terrorism. These attacks forced BoTsel
our staffds safety and the integrity of our WO r |
complaints to the police, and gotten restraining orders against instigators. These attacks are a direct

assault on our own civil and human rights to freedom of speech and association, both as citizens of

Israel and as human beings

However, while the longest ongoing mi litary occupation in modern history carries on uninterrupted,
meaningful debate about the length and nature of the occupation is still strikingly absent from the

| srael.i public agenda and discour se. B6Tsel em i s
normalize the occupation. This reality is morally reprehensible, and ensures the very opposite of peace
and justice. For the millions of Palestinians |iv

defenseless existence in the face of a constantthreat of harm. Human rights violations must never
become the norm 8 not after 48 years, nor after one hundred.

Research Informing Policymakers and the Public

Bd selem® meticulously-researched, indepth materials continue to serve as a valuable resource ad
inform discourse amongst Israeli policymakers, as well aspolicymakers and diplomats from around
the world. In 2015, Bd'selem posted over 40 research-based items on its website, updating
information on a range of issues such as:restriction of movement, settlements, East Jerusalemthe
South Hebron Hills, residency & family separation, expulsion of communities, administrative
detention , Gaza fatalities, and demolitions.

Bd'selem also published three comprehensive research reports during this period, each of them
distributed by post to nearly 10,000 targeted recipients, including Israeli policymakers and advisors,
government officials, diplomats, journalists and academics, in addition to on-line distribution to tens
of thousands of people.

Black Flag: The Legal and Moral Implications of the Policy of
Attacking Residential Buildings in the Gaza Strip, Summer 2014

Published in January, the report analyzes the policy of
bombing residential buildings in Gaza during Operation
Protective Edge . This policy was one of the horrifying hallmarks of
the fighting in Gaza in the summer of 2014, leading to the deaths §

harm Israeli civilians, Israeli officialsinsisted, both during and after
the hostilities, that the military had obeyed the law and done
everything in its power to avoid harming civilians. The report P
indicates that these claims are baselessBd selem made sure Black ﬂ.
Flag would not go unnoticed , promoting our message on three

levels:

A The press: Bdselem issued a press releasein Hebrew, Arabic BLACKFLAG_
and English to 2,200 journalists and made dozens of personal The Legal and Moral Implications of the Policy
follow up calls. For the international news media, BXselem held o o the Gaza Strip, Summer 2034
a press briefing to allow the report & author and Bd'selemd g January 2015

Executive Director discuss the reports findings and make media
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statements. Approximately 20 journalists attended, including from major media outlets such as
The New York Times The Guardian, The Associated Pressand 7he /ndependent. In addition,
Bd'selem® spokespersond together with the author of the report 8 held several targeted briefings
with key media outlets, such as Washington Post Consequently, the report got excellent
coverage in the international, Israeli and Arabic language media. For example:The New York
Times, Fox News The Daily Telegraph The Sydney Morning Herald The Guardianm The
Independent; Al JazeeraDie Welt; Stern; L&Express The Israeli Broadcasting Service Ha&@retz;
Mako (Israeli Channel 2) to name a few.

A The diplomatic community : Bdselem held three separate briefingstargeting key diplomats. The
first two were aimed at diplomats stationed in Israel and the oPt, and were held at the political
offices of the EU Delegation to Israel in Ramat Gan, and at BIselem® offices in Jerusalem.These
were attended by over 30 high-ranking staff from the representative offices, consulates and
embassies of the US, the EU Commission, Britain, Germany, France, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium,
the Netherlands, Britain, Switzerland, Canada, Slovenia and Japgnas well as international aid
organizations such as UNICEF. The third briefing was conductecby telephone, on a conference
call attended by 25 officials from the US State Department and organizations such as Amnesty
International . B selem field researcha Khaled al@zayzeh joined the briefing from Gaza.

A The public : Bdfselem produced three short videos and an
infographic which accompanied the release of the report on a ﬁf@ﬁ%ﬁﬁk?‘i'éiﬂr'"rﬁ’n’s"e“&'fﬁfv"ﬂE‘SSESS'L’éﬁ%"&.‘fﬁé‘é
dedicated mini-site. The Black Flagpages were visited over

14,775 times. In addition, B&'selem® social networks posted a °'

serieson the bombing of homes in Gaza, including videos, and mvuuonssaouasn}s;%mumv
linking to the mini-site and the report. The Facebook posts on S - el

the report alone (in Hebrew and English), reached over half a { 'i'i‘ ifk ,*\ /m
million people . In addition, a dedicated newsletter was SeNt oUt, = . wscuwomen crguoms wswoen peons
announcing the report to 2 3,000 people in Israel and abroad. = &

AT LEAST 70% OF PEOPLE KILLED IN THE INCIDENTS
EXAMINED DID NOT TAKE PART IN THE FIGHTING.

Presumed Guilty: Remand in Custody by
Military Courts in the West Bank

Published in June2015, the report asserts that in many cases, charging a Palestinian in a militarycourt
is tantamount to conviction.

B6Tsel embs research
remand until the end of legal
proceedings is the rule, not the
exception, for most Palestinians
charged in Israel's military courts in

THE 0C6UPAT|[]N PRESENTS the West Bank except individuals

_ charged with traffic violations).
-5 SO—CALLED CUURT - One result of this policy is that the

—— eeeaE — , vast majority of military court cases
end in plea bargains. This is
because defendants know that if
they go to trial while in custody o
even if going to trial would mean
eventual acquittal d they may spend more time imprisoned than the prison sentence they would
receive in a plea bargain. When remandd a pre-trial decision concerning a person not yet convicted
d is approved on a regular basis, the judicial process becomes a hollow formality. This phenomenon
exposes the injustice inherent in the Israeli military courts, which have been operating
uninte rrupted for the past 48 years as a key mechanism of the Israeli occupation

New Report: Presumed Guilty
Remand in Custody by Military Courts in the West Bank . . . - n

o
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Bol'selem supported the dissemination of  Presumed Guilty with a series of public actions,
including : a press releasewhich led to impressive coverage in outlets such asthe Washington Post,
the Washington Times, the Jerusalem Post, and Maariv;, a briefing at B&'selem® office for the
diplomatic community attended by 15 diplomats from Europe and the US; and a public campaign on
our social networks and our website which included interview segments featuring former military
judges and a promotional video.

Backed by the System: Abuse and Torture
at the Shikma Interrogation Facility

Sleep deprivation; prolonged binding; verbal and sometimes
physical abuse; exposure to heat and cold; poor, meager food,;
small, foul-smelling cells; solitary confinement; unhygienic BACKED BY THE SYSTEM:

Abuse and Torture

conditions. The report, published in December by HaMoked and at the Shikma Interrogation Facility
B0 Tsel em, shows these to be s

Letthe BEGIN

In Operation Cast Lead in 2009, 759 Palestinians
who were not involved in the fighting were
killed, more than 5,300 were injured, and more
than 20,000 were left homeless. Will we ever
know the policy that led to these results?
Apparently not. The MAG Corps "examined"”
incidents, opened more than 50 "investigations®,
B and filed only 3(!) indictments Who got the

December 2015

credit card. Excellent cover work. . . .
Shikma Prison. The report is

based on affidavits and
testimonials by 116 Palestinians
interrogated there from Aug. 2013 to March 2014, including at least 14 who had been interrogated

rrogaé

harshest punishment? A soldier who stole a Securit y A gency 8 s ( |

under torture by the Palesti ni anrogaton dysiemiistrunwithhor t |

the approval of Israeli authorities, including the High Court of Justice. Our extensive advocacy and
public outreach activities on this report took place during January 2016.

Promoting Accountability for Human Rights
Violations

During 2015, Bd'selem continued its efforts to promote accountability for human rights violations in
the oPt & while introducing new strategic thinking to this core issue. We implemented our new
strategy vis-a-vi s 0 i n v ely tthe dlditary Aduosafe General (MAG) and military police of
potential IHL violations by the Israeli military in Gaza by refusing to assist the lIsraeli military
investigation into Operation Protective Edge. In the coming months, B'Tselem intends to announce
that we will cease to rely on the existing investigative mechanisms in order to not lend
credibility to a system that deserves none . B & T s el echangev itsl strategy vis-a-vis Israeli
investigative mechanisms not only concerning wartime violations in Gaza, but also for violations
occurring under occupation in the West Bank.

B'Tselem is making this strategic shift to more effectively promote Israeli accountability for violations
of human rights and I HL. The I sraeli authorit
violations has proven to be systemic and endemi c¢ : B6Tselem finds the

investigative mechanisms for minimum standards of accountability yet further evidence of their
intention to provide impunity to violators.

i es o
tot a
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On 30 December B'Tselem held a major public event for Israelihuman rights organizations in Tel Aviv.
The goal of the event was to invite them to join our new strategy Vvis-a-vis the Israeli military
investigative authorities. Some 40 representatives of almost all the Israeli organizations operating in
the oPt attended the event. The schedule included presentations by BY selem, including by B selem®
veteran field researcher Musa AbuHashhash who shared his experience of over 15 years of work on
violations in the oPt, as well as B¥ selem® Research Director Yael Steirwho presented the position
paper and B selemFatality Data Coordinator Itamar Barak who shared information on accountability
for violations over the years. Following the presentations, two open sessions were held for questions
and a discussion on the implications of this decision. We are hoping that Bd selem® new strategy will
lead a change in the way the entire human rights community in Israel relates to accountability for
violations, not cooperating any longer with the continued whitewash, impunity and pretense of
investigation.

B0 Tsel emds toacouitabilityeisunwavering, and these changes reflect a new strategic
expression of that commitment. While we continue our work to diligently monitor and document
violations, B 6 T s e | e m the sead td demamdsreal and effective accountability & not whitewash.

Throughout 2015, Bdr'selem closely monitor ed human rights violations in the oPt , in order to

provide accurate, unbiased data on the intolerable reality of the occupation and promote

acoountability for violations . Baselem® Palestinian field researchers in the West Bank and Gaza
collected 901 testimonies on a wide spectrum of human rights violations , as well as 243 incident

reports, based on investigations of incidents. Bdselem® data coordinators in Jerusalemintegrated

the translated information into Bd@'selem® disaggregated MIS (management information system)

database, meticulously cross-checking it and supplementing information from a variety of sources,

including the press, Israeli authorities and Palestinian institutions such as hospitals and morgues.The
verified information was then used for public outreach and advocacy, pushing for accountability, and

for requests for investigation in certain cases.

Bolselem& efforts to advance accountability
involve d ongoing and regular engagement with a

range of Israeli authorities.  During 2015, Bd'selem® £ _ ! T e
data coordinators were in contact on various cases and S the WapietSloep relllgiish

. K - . " you. Your hands are handcuffed

issues with the MAG; the IDF Spokesperso& Unit; the | I behind you to the back of the
. . . \ * . chair. It hurts your back,

Legal Advisor in Judea and Samaria; the IDF Judea andiy. s T B legs,neok” i

Samaria (West Bank)Brigade; the Department for the N ——— 4 i ocum pcer (e S

Investigation of Police (DIP); the Israel Prison Service i P o, i -

(IPS); the Judea and SamaridPolice District; and the : ¢ ’_,.

Coordination and Liaison Administration for Gaza.Sarit e

Michaeli, Bd'selem spokesperson,also gave a lecture at the IDF Spokesperson Unit on human rights
violations and Bd selem® work.

This engagement enables B dIselem to closely monitor and evaluate the mechanisms for
conducting i nvestigations and prosecutions. For years EBiselem has been cautioning that the
Israeli military does not properly investigate suspicions of illegal conduct and refrains from enforcing
the law with regard to security services personnel, thus maintaining impunity for violations.

A Bdselem submitted 26 requests for information  to Israeli authorities during 2015, under the
Freedom of Information Law, on issues such as Palestinians in the custody of théPS closure days
in the West Bank, restrictions on freedom of movement, and accountability in the Israeli military,
including complaints, police investigations and indictments against soldiers who committed
crimes against Palestinians.

A Bdselem sent9 principled requests to the Israeli authorities on a range of topics. For example,
a principled request was sentto the MAG and the Legal Advisor in Judea and Samarisdemanding
that the military cease using dogs to attack civilians, following a filmed incident in which soldiers
set dogs on Palestinian youth in March. The MAG replied they are reassessing the relevant



http://www.btselem.org/download/20150309_15452_letter_to_jag_on_use_of_dogs.pdf
http://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20150302_dog_set_on_youth_as_part_of_official_policy
http://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20150302_dog_set_on_youth_as_part_of_official_policy

procedures. Another principled request was sent on the incident where soldiers expelled
Palestinians from pool in Area A to enable settlers to bathe undisturbed. Another principled
request concerned the policy of using live ammunition to disperse demonstrators . A fourth
principled request was a letter to the Legal Advisor to the Judea and Samaria Divisionconcerning
harassment of a family in Hebron by Israeli soldiers. Disciplinary proceedings were undertaken. A
fifth principled request was a Letter to the Legal Advisor to the Judea and Samaria Division
regarding detention and violence against minors under crim inal age. The case is beingchecked.

A Bdselen Prisoners Data Coordinator shareddetailed statistics on Palestinian prisoners in
Israel, obtained through monthly Freedom of Information requests to the IPS via a monthly email
to relevant human rights organizations, diplomats, attorneys and UN agencies. In this context,
three years after BO0Tselem began requesting dat a
the I PS infor med BO® Tisgublishingthishdatda on itstownwritibtive b e and
that Bo6Tselemds request s wAlthaghthe qualityand frequencydiei r d
the data to be published remains to be seen, Bo-
of information .

A Bda'selem published comprehensive statistical reports and analysis on its website, providing
detailed and reliable information on issues such asfatalities and inmates.

A Badselem provided individual assistance to researchers, diplomats, and journalists addressing
human rights issues in the oPt. BX selem responded to dozens of information requests each month
via meetings and email.

Spotlight: Fighting Israeli Impunity for Fatalities in the West Bank

Bd selem continued to closely monitor investigations of civilian Palestinian fatalities in the West Bank.
According to the policy in place, the MAG must immediately launch an investigation by the Military
Police Investigations Unit (MPIU)in every case in which a Palestinian not taking part in hostilities is
killed in the West Bank.

B6Tmébedata coor di mequéest todsrasliu. 0~
authorities to investigate 49 West Bank fatality cases in 2015, §
based on testimonies and additional data. 46 requests were
sent to the Military Police Investigations Unit, 1 to the Israel
Police and 2 to Department for the Investigatio n of Police.
18 investigations were opened on these casesin 2015, and *
we are awaiting an answer on the majority of the rest (at -
least 3 will not be investigated at all, according to the
authorities).

Examplesof cases BYselem monitored and pushed forward
in 2015 include:

A Bdselem appeals to State Attorney& Office against closing investigative files in case of Milad
Avyash, 17, killed by gunfire from East Jerusalem settlement

A Internal information in the Yusef a-Shawamreh killing reveals: Commanders ordered live fire
ambush of teens, though they posed no danger. The result: a 14year-old killed, no one held
accountable

A Press ReleaseBassem Abu Rahmel mother demands decision in appeal on closing case of her
son killing

A Press Release: Video footage shows that Binyamin Brigade Commander shot and killed
Muhammad 'Ali-Kosba, 17, while the youth fled after throwing a stone
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A Press ReleaseB6 Tsel em investigation: No justificati on
Hashlamun in Hebron

A Soldiers who shot 16-yearrol d i n the back charged with oreckl
ordered the stakeout will not be held accountable

The issue of Israeli impunity for fatalities in the West Bank received ample media coverage in

Israel and internationally .B6 Tsel em field research, data coordin

by Channel 10in its prime time extensive segment on the killing of Yusef a Shawamreh Broadcast in
Ch a n n el invektigative journalism program, HaMakor, the story was produced with the
cooperation of [@&ohsdath eoondinationstgam lared dield researchers, and relied

heavily on BO0Tselemds researcABO0Tselesasmi dat aocoand
interviewed, and aB & T s didlderasearcherlocated eyewitnesses to the event and appeared in the
story. TheHaMa kor i nvestigation corroborated BO0OTsel emds

investigationintoa-Shawamr eh.6s death
Shoot to Kill Policy

Since the start of the escalation in violence, Israeli government officials and others in position of

authority have been calling explicitly to 6 s ho ot  s$oadhe kvesl of Balestinians suspected of
perpetrating attack are forfeit, even when they no longer pose a threat. 89 Palestinians have been
shot to death when perpetrating attacks or being suspected of perpetrating attacks. In contrast, while

a number of Palestinian passersby have been attacked in several Israeli citieby Israelis,no one fired

at their attackers, with police showing unaccountable restraint, or perhaps indifference.

On 14 October, B'Tselem published apress releasetogether with 8 other human rights organizations

in Israel (The Association for Civl Rights in Israel, Amnesty International 81 s r a e | Branch,
Gisha, Public Committee Against Torture in Israel, HaMoked Center for the Defence of the Individual,

Yesh Dind Volunteers for Human Rights, Adalahd The Legal Center for the Rights ofthe Arab Minority

in Israel and Physician for Human Rightsd Israel), statingthatpo | i t i ci ans® call s to
to shoot Palestinian attackersrather than arrest them endorse the killing of Palestinians. The press
release noted that since the beginning of the current wave of violence, there has been a worrying

trend to use firearms to kill Palestinians who have attacked Israelis or are suspected of such attacks.
Several incidents have been documented and reported, raising concern that the chosen response to

such persons is the harshest possible, with lethal ord at the very least d unnecessary consequences.

The press release stated that mliticians and senior police officers have not only failed to act to calm
the public climate of incitement, but have openly called for the extrajudicial killing of suspects. They
have also urged civilians to carry weapons. Noone disputes the serious nature of the events of recent
days, nor the need to protect the public against stabbing and other attacks. Howev er, too often,
instead of acting in a manner consistent with the nature of each incident, police officers and soldiers
are quick to shoot to kill. The political and public support for such actions endorses the killing

Palestinians in theoPt and in Israel.

The 9 human rights organizations further stated that r ather than imposing collective punishment on
Palestinians in the West Bank (including East Jerusalem) and the Gaza Strip, the Israeli government
should act to end the reality of ongoing and daily oppre ssion faced by some four million people who
live without hope of any change in the situation, without any horizon for the end of occupation, and
without prospects for a life of liberty and dignity.

On25November , B 0 Tedeetb leraeli BMeBerijamiamn Netanyahu, demanding an end to the
use of lethal force against people who either harmed, tried to harm, or were suspected of trying to
harm others, once they no longer posed any danger. The letter demanded an end to the horrific string
of summary street executions.
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Yet there have also been encouraging instances in which members of the public have prevented
Ilynching. Such instances help fuel the hope for a more human and humane future, even with the rising
tide of fear and hatred. B0 Tselem reiterates its

Spotlight: Intensification of Punitive Home Demolitions

Since 1967, when the West Bank was oagpied, the military has demolished and sealed hundreds of
homes as a punitive measure against relatives of Palestinians who had harmed Israelis or were
suspected of doing so. This policy has left thousands of people, including young children, homeless,
though they themselves were not suspected of any offense, nor was anything alleged against them.
In 2005, the military discontinued this policy, after a committee appointed by the security
establishment reached the conclusion that its disadvantages outweighed its advantages. Home
demolitions resumed in July 2014 shortly after the kidnapping and killing of three Yeshiva students
in the Bethlehem area. Israeli authorities argued that the resumption was justified given the radical
change in circumstances.

Since October 2015, Israel has steppedup its use
of house demolitions as a punitive measure. In
October, the authorities blew up three homes (in
the process, two adjacent apartments not slated
for demolition were also destroyed) and sealed
| another apartment. In_November, authorities
‘ demolished 14 apartments, eight of which were
not slated for demolition. In December, authorities
demolished six apartments, four of which were not
slated for demolition. A total of 29 apartments
were demolished or sealed by the authorities in
the last three months of 2015. In addition, in recent

Vi months security forces have surveyed dozens of
homes belonging to famllles of |nd|V|duaIs who committed attacks against Israeli civili ans, or are
suspected of committing or being involved in such attacks, with the intention of demolishing these
homes in the future.

PUNITIVE HOME DEMOLITIONS

%> HARMS INNOCENTS

B 0 T s edsearshed and documented all demolitions that took place . We published 6 updates on

home demoalitions in 2015 . We brought the issue to the public and decision -makers through website

updates, social media posts, and media work, such asa press releasestating that the demolition of
attacker so fsasaéntially a jovemenant policy of vengeance against innocents that

operates with the approval of the High Court of Justice (HCJ),andanop-edby Bd Tsel em Exe
Director Hagai EFAd in Israeli daily Haaretz An __Or gani zed Barbarity Called

Homes.

Spotlight: Expulsion of Communities

Throughout 2015,B 6 T s e | e ed inkensivédy on the issue of expulsion of communities from

Area C. Thousands of people d residents of dozens of Palestinian communities located throughout

Area C, the West Bankd face imminent expulsion by Israeli authorities on a variety of pretexts.
B6Tselem field r e s-maate ihfermasion, datd, Ipteotosd and vidaos from the
communities on ground. This essenti al i nformati on
for Area C, Niv Michaeli, and t helpachgBxpulserdLivéBloga t i r
and additional public outreach tools, as well as informing our advocacy efforts.
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The |live blog pools the regul ar updates we get
communities and any attempts by authorities to expel the m. The blog features an interactive map with
further information about the various communities facing the risk of expulsion. The information in the
blog reflects the latest state of affairs known to us and is updated as we receive new data from the field.

2015 updates include the following examples:

A June in the Jordan Valley: In 7 days of maneuvers, military temporarily displaces hundreds and
causes fires in farmland

A Military again evacuates Khirbet Humsah residents for maneuvers, orders evacuation of three
other communities

>

Civil Administration demolishes homes of 4 Palestinian families in al-Mukasar, Jordan Valley

>

Civil Administration confiscates 12 solar panels from the Khan alAhmar community close to
Madal e Adumi m

Civil Administration again orders Ibzig residents to evacuate homes for military maneuver

Civil Administration demolishes 6&6Ein Karzaliyah

Civil Administration dismantles, confiscates water pipes in Khirbet Yarza, Jordan Valley

> > > D>

Khirbet OEi n Kar z al i vy a hpersecuian afeal tiny canmunityoim Jortdane s co
Valley

Ci vil Admi ni stration again demolishes al/l homes

Kh.UmaltJ a mal : | srael. military demolishes 5 famil:.

Civil Administration confiscates solar panels in Khan at Ahmar Bedouin community

Civil Administration demolishes 4 homes in Khallet Makhul, northern Jordan Valley

> > > > >

Civil Administration continues demolition sweep: 14 Bedouin families left homeless in the Ma'ale
Adumim area today

p>N

|l srael s Civil Admini st ArealCiPaestiniantcanmsnitesp ef f or t s t

A lIsrael forces dozens of Jordan Valley Palestinians to vacate homes for hours to allow for military
training

Of special concern during the period was the eminent threat of expulsionin Khirbet Susiya. B3 Ts el e
launched a dedicated public campaign on this issue, detailed below.



http://www.btselem.org/jordan_valley/20150630_temp_evacuations_in_jv
http://www.btselem.org/jordan_valley/20150630_temp_evacuations_in_jv
http://www.btselem.org/area_c/20150610_humsah_temp_evacuation
http://www.btselem.org/area_c/20150610_humsah_temp_evacuation
http://www.btselem.org/area_c/20150609_demolitions_in_al_mukasar_community
http://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building/20150402_solar_panels_confiscated_in_khan_al_ahmar
http://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building/20150402_solar_panels_confiscated_in_khan_al_ahmar
http://www.btselem.org/area_c/20150506_residents_from_ibziq_evacuated_again
http://www.btselem.org/planning_and_buliding/20150304_ein_karzaliyah_demolished_again
http://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building/20150223_confiscation_of_yarza_water_system
http://www.btselem.org/photoblog/20150215_ein_karzaliyah
http://www.btselem.org/photoblog/20150215_ein_karzaliyah
http://www.btselem.org/facing_expulsion_blog?community=140495
http://www.btselem.org/facing_expulsion_blog?community=140495
http://www.btselem.org/facing_expulsion_blog?community=All&page=3
http://www.btselem.org/facing_expulsion_blog?community=All&page=3
http://www.btselem.org/facing_expulsion_blog?community=141121
http://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building/20150325_khallet_makhul_demolition
http://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building/20150325_khallet_makhul_demolition
http://www.btselem.org/planning_and_building/20150903_demolition_wave
http://www.btselem.org/jordan_valley/20151014_temp_evacuations_in_a_ras_al_ahmar
http://www.btselem.org/jordan_valley/20151014_temp_evacuations_in_a_ras_al_ahmar
http://www.btselem.org/photoblog/20150215_ein_karzaliyah

13

B Tsel em Ca

Project i Reaching
New Audiences

B6Tselem continued to
power of images for the benefit of the

fight for human rights in the oPt. The
camera project captures and publicizes
images that give a face to human rights
violations, making them tangible and
concrete. It also deters violence against
Palestinians and empowers communities

at risk.

B6Tselem continued to provide video cameras and tr
in high -conflict areas in the oPt , with a view to bringing an unmediated view of the reality of their

lives under occupation to the attention of the Israeli a nd international public. The volunteers sent
dozens of hours of footage monthy dur i ng t he period. I n Gaza, BO&6Tse
as citizen journalists, sending in footage and filmed testimonies on life in Gaza in the aftermath of

Operation Protective Edge, such as bringing the storiesofl. ast summer 6s di spl aced
in UN schools and a testimony about life in the ruins in the town of Khuza'a

B0 Tsel em cat al og uewr 380n libursaaf witleio foetage into its unique and
comprehensive video archive , making footage available for criminal investigations and t o interested
journalists, documentary fil mmaker s, and resear c|
projects and documentary films on the oPt, such as academy award nominees5 Broken Camerasand

The Gatekeepers

Almost 160 volunteers were actively t rained in 2015 .B8 Tsel em hel d 15 wor ksh
volunteers in 2015, and recruited 18 new volunteers,6 o f t hem women. BOTsdl em a
new cameras during 2015, to new volunteers, to replace old or damaged cameras, and to strengthen

key conflict areas, such as Khirbet Susiya.

The use of vi sual materi al is an integral el eme
audiences and involve them in human rights advocacy, fighting impunity for violations. B8 Ts el em
integrates video footage and short films in its press releases, newsletters, social media posts and in
websiteitems.l n 2015, B0 Ts el e npdsted 80 video® ondw goaTuber@bannel One

of the most popular non -profit channels in Israel, B6 Ts el e md s Y o ba¥ ball 6080642 n n e |
views since itsintroduction in 2006, and attracted a staggering 2,268,273 views in 2015.

Videos posted in 2015 on Bd'selem® YouTubechannel include: Soldiers escorting Yitzhar settlers on
violent rampage; Soldiers violently and wrongfully arrest a Palestinian youth, al-Bireh; Solar panels
confiscated from Bedouin community ; Israeli soldiers set dogs on Palestinan youth and many more.
We also produced a number of brief videos. For example, n August we made a short clip explaining
about the temporary displacement of Jordan Valley communities for the benefit of military training.
At the end of 2015, we compiled and produced a video about a third generation be ing born into the

occupation.

B0 Tsel emds mo s Facebookippdtsyare usuadlywoé fdotage captured by our Palestinian

camera volunteers. The top posts in Hebrew in 2015 & viewed by our Israeli audience, whose
perception of the occupation we most want to influence 8 were four pieces of raw video footage by

B0 Ts el e wolumderd; ¢hee pieces of raw footage by other photographers or security camera

footage, vetted and contextual i zed b yandBvibEdtedlideocligst hes e
which were based on raw footage fimed by B& Tsel em v i dedata enoolriEngliseer s .



http://www.btselem.org/video/20150330_beit_hanoun_school
http://www.btselem.org/video/20150330_beit_hanoun_school
http://www.btselem.org/video/20130208/khuzaa_safiyeh_a_najar
http://www.youtube.com/user/btselem?feature=watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbKWRSon1fo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbKWRSon1fo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7-CDjYtLPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAGFHnJBNog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAGFHnJBNog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ukwc8iGuScM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOcX6iLJ_xY
https://www.btselem.org/about_btselem/donate
https://www.btselem.org/about_btselem/donate
http://www.btselem.org/video/cdp_background
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Facebook page reflects very similar results. Our top Hebrew post had a total lifetime reach of
2,379,613 and a lifetime organic impressions of 4,335,719. This is remarkable in a country with a
population of only 8 million people.

A selection of the media generated by B@ selem video project during 2015 includes the following:

International media:

A Amajorvideoarticleabout the video project itself was pub
magazine. The 8minute video discussed different aspects of the video project, and included
interviews with Yoav Gross (Video Department Director) and Palestiniancamera volunteers, as
well as Israeli settlers, and Israeli mainstream mediastaff wh o publ i sh BdTsel emds

A The Telegraph,13 July: Israeli officer shot fleeing Palestinian youth, human rights group says

A BBC,13 July:Video 'raises doubt over Palestinian shooting claim'

A NBC News,26 July: Residents of Susiya, West Bank, Await Demolition of Their Homes

A Israel HaYom, 28 August: Free speech doesn't mean equality (English version of Israeli
newspaper)

Hebrew articles published on Israeli mainstream news include:

A London and Kirshenbaum, 21 July: Major Israeli TV news program)interview with B'Tselem's
spokespersonon the fate of the village of Khirbet Susiya.

A Walla!, 24 February:Curse of the Territories

A Channel Two News, 2 March: Documentation: Soldiers set dog on Palestinian boy

A Walla!, 15 May: Documentation: Settlers set fire to Palestinian fields after a vehicle attack

A Walla!, 29 May: Documentation: What were 40 soldiers doing on the roof of a Palestinian family
in Hebron?

A YNet, 12 July: Palestinian threw stone at Binyamin Brigade Commander, fled and was shot dead

A NRG,24 August: Right-wing activists to Regev: Prevent Gazadestimonies at the Cinematheque

A Walla!,30 Augustt B3 Tsel emés Documentation Led to I ndictm

A Kol Yisrael, Radio B12 July:B 6 T s eBingamin Brigade Commander Col. Shomer Fired lllegally

Spotlight: Hebron City Center

B6Tselem video volunteers in Hebron have been cort

compelling images of their life under occupation. Israeli law enf orcement authorities and security

forces are making the entire Palestinian population suffer in the process of protecting Israeli

settlement in the city. The authorities impose a regime openly basedont he opr i nci pl,e of

the result of which is legal and physical segregation between the Israeli settlers and the Palestinian
majority, and routine harassment of the Palestinian residents.

B 0 T s eepoeted in early Novem ber 2015 that further restrictions have been imposed on Palestinians
in the area since October 2015, following the increase in attacks and attempted attacks against Israeli
security forces and civilians. Among other steps, the military has installed concree blockades at the
entrance to some streets in the Old City, closed off the Tel Rumeidah neighborhood to non -residents,
and introduced lengthy inspections at checkpoints, as well as erecting flying checkpoints with no prior
warning. These new restrictionsprevent residents from maintaining any kind of reasonable routine 8
on top of the daily challenge already posed by existing limitations on movement.



http://www.canalplus.fr/c-infos-documentaires/pid3356-c-effet-papillon.html?vid=1215820
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/israel/11735780/Israeli-officer-shot-fleeing-Palestinian-youth-human-rights-group-says.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-33506008
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/sussiya-debate-residents-west-bank-village-await-home-demolition-n397641
http://www.israelhayom.com/site/newsletter_opinion.php?id=13597
http://10tv.nana10.co.il/Category/?CategoryID=600262
http://news.walla.co.il/item/2832584
http://www.mako.co.il/news-military/security-q1_2015/Article-2603f9c96e9db41004.htm
http://news.walla.co.il/item/2854786
http://news.walla.co.il/item/2858641
http://news.walla.co.il/item/2858641
http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4679006,00.html
http://www.nrg.co.il/online/47/ART2/719/700.html
http://news.walla.co.il/item/2886025
http://www.iba.org.il/bet/?entity=1105626&type=1
http://www.btselem.org/freedom_of_movement/20151105_hebron_area
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All Palestinian residents of these areas are subjected to these inspections, undergoing not only
harassmert and occasional degradation but also repeated delays. The elderly, women and children
are not exempt, and schoolchildren are examined on their way to and from school.

Due to these restrictions, some 20 shops near the Tomb of the Patriarchgal-Haram al-Ibrahimi] closed

down as a result of Border Police orders to close shop for one to three weeks after every security
incident that took place. The lengthy inspections also deter customers from coming to the area. Very

few people can now be seen moving around the Old City and Tel Rumeidah, and there has been a
marked drop in the number of Palestinian worshippers in the Tomb of the Patriarchs. Some shops
have also stopped opening for business in the nearby market due to the absence of shoppers.

The IDF Spokespes on ci ted Osecurity considerationsdé as | u:
considerations cannot justify the imposition of such broad and ongoing limitations on the lives of

residents. More generally, the IDF Spokesperson regards the impositim of these restrictions as an

isolated instance intended to provide a solution for a new reality 8 overlooking the longstanding
policy implemented by | srael in the center of He
separationo bet wPahessteitrtilaerrss. alnsdr ael 6s security
responsible solely for ensuring the security and wellbeing of the former. Protecting the daily routine

of Palestinian residents of central Hebron, let alone their wellbeing and security, is not part of the
considerations that guide Israeli policy in the city.

The policy of separation that Israel implements in Hebron has already destroyed the economy of the
city center and led Palestinians to desert it in droves, unable to live under the strict restrictions
imposed upon them. The new restrictions imposed since October give cause for concern that the
authorities hope to push residents still
living in the city center to leave their
homes, with the aim of emptying yet more
areas in Hebron of Palestnians.

The sweeping restrictions imposed by the
security forces on the movement of
Palestinians in  Hebron constitute
collective  punishment of residents

unfortunate enough to live or work close

to areas where settlers have chosen to live.
As such, these restrictions are immoral

and unlawful.

B 60 T s adtivelynmonitored and documented the situation and produced several videos. An example

is the video Separation policy in Hebron: Military renews segregation on main street; Wide part d for

Jews, narrow, rough side passaged for Palestinians. Notably, B6 Ts el emds soci al me d
included this footage by B Tsel emds volunteers
internationally, with the English Facebook postreaching 1,489,408 people andthe Hebrew Facebook

post reaching 893,696 people. This demonstrates the extraordinary power of film in reaching huge
audiences and spreading B6Tsel emds message on dai |

I n addition, B0 Tselem sent t wo princi pusmgvideoeques
footage. One request had to do with soldiers repeatedly harassngaB 6 Tsel em vol unteer
Hebron and threatening wrongful arrest of their teenaged son . Theother dealt with soldiers entering

t he home o f B6Tsel em vakidguand ghetagmphirig ntheiH ehiddrem, rand w
confiscating footage filmed by the volunteers . In February 2015, several major news articles were
published on the phenomenon of O6night mappingod,
document its resident s, us i ngracBGhdneetTiwve NedvsNBONede 0  d 0 «



http://www.btselem.org/hebron/20150401_separation_fence_in_hebron
http://www.btselem.org/hebron/20150401_separation_fence_in_hebron
https://www.facebook.com/btselem/videos/10152718044491570/
https://www.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/869987359709297/
https://www.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/869987359709297/
http://www.btselem.org/hebron/20150525_harassment_of_abu_haya_family
http://www.btselem.org/hebron/20150525_harassment_of_abu_haya_family
http://www.btselem.org/hebron/20150402_night_search_and_confiscation
http://www.btselem.org/hebron/20150402_night_search_and_confiscation
http://www.btselem.org/hebron/20150402_night_search_and_confiscation
http://reshet.tv/News_n/heb/news/programs/MainNewscast/articlenews,17041/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/israeli-soldiers-raid-homes-question-kids-young-9-n322706
http://www.btselem.org/hebron/20150402_night_search_and_confiscation
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B 6 T s eHeleran researcher injured by rubber -coated metal bullet fired by security forces

On Tuesday, 27 Ocbber, Manal al- Jabbri,
one of BO T s & Hebron researches,
was injured by a rubber-coated metal
bullet fired by Israeli security forces,
while documenting a demonstration in
the city. The bullet fractured a finger in
her left hand. Al-Jairi was documenting
clashes between security forces and ™
Palestinian youth in the vicinity of the
Bab aZawiya Checkpoint, which began
after the military forcibly dispersed
residents who protested in the demand

| -

—

that the authorities return for burial bodies of Palestinians killed by securlty forces. Al-Jabri was
standing with a group of journalists, across the street and at a distance from the Palestinian stone
throwers, and wasfilming events on a video camera. She was wearing a blue B'selem vest. There was

no discernible reason for security forces to fire at her or at the other m edia present.

B6Tsel embds dshatdimedm$mirlye and t he Wgwhichiwa¥$pantanedhstyi | e B
filmed by a family of BO0Tselem video voHomeywaser s i
nominated in February 2015 for the distinguished European Film Awards 2015 In addition, The

Bellingham Human Rights Film Festivalc hose ©6Smil e and the Worl

d wil |l

Audience Award, and it was screened at 18 international film festivals in 2015, following 15 screenings

in 2014, which also won it several awards.

The film had its Tel Aviv premierei n May at the Solidarity Fest
an event ThelEamet Clradjes®Reality whi ch featured a coll
by Palestinian video volunteers, a screenin

screening of a work in progress d a new short film about the life of Muhammad Burgan, a Hebron boy.

The screenings were followed by a panel di s
film screenings were covered by the media, including this Tel Aviv Radio interview.

i val a
ecti ol
g of
CuUSsSSiC

B6Tsel em i nsi entnepermitsro Issael ousonme mfgur Palestinian field researchers and
camera volunteers involved in the video project so they could attend the event in Te | Aviv. This
required legal intervention, including a petition to the HCJtoallowt he f i | m6s pyeast agon
old Muhammad Burgan from Hebron, to enter Israel. The Palestinian group spent the day in Tel Aviv.

For many of them, this was the first time they had ever seen the MediterraneanSea

International Advocacy

In 2015, B'Tselem put a special emphasis on preactive hands-on international advocacy to inform

key officials and raise awareness of human rights and IHL violations in the oPt, with a keymessage

of

lifting the guise of temporariness of the Israeli occupation of the oPt, nearing its 50 " anniversary.
Other advocacy priorities included communities facing expulsion and the military justice system. Our
advocacy efforts included high-level briefings, meetings, field visits, advocacy missions abroad, and

speaking at multiple events and panels.
B6Tselem cultivated its relationships with

di pl on

leading international agencies and NGOs, and key policymakers and opinion shapers, aiming to reach
the highest levels. We regularly responded to requests for information from key diplomats and the
staff of embassies, consulates and representative offices, and we believe our information was widely

used by the diplomatic community.

B6Tselem conducted more than 100 ien diPwi.d BaITslker ieanf
took part consultations and various events with a broad range of influential international officials,


http://www.btselem.org/btselem/smile/
http://www.europeanfilmacademy.org/News-detail.155.0.html?&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=300&cHash=3a93f1d5a30b2f4b8b51831aae4b3c97
http://bhrff.webs.com/awards.htm
http://bhrff.webs.com/awards.htm
http://www.cinema.co.il/movies/movie.aspx?movieId=12705
http://www.cinema.co.il/movies/movie.aspx?movieId=12705
http://tlv1.fm/weekend-edition/2015/04/24/a-festival-with-a-message/

including ambassadors, consul generals, representatives to the PA, political officers, and visiting
government dignitaries. The officials we met with in 2015 included, among others: the ambassadors

of the EU, U.S., France, Germany, Norway, Canada and Switzerland; the British Consul General; the U.S.
Consul General; the Canadian Representative; the Danish Representative; the Norwean
Representative; a Delegation from Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; staff of the EU Special
Representative for the Middle East Peace Process; the UN Humanitarian Coordinator (rank of Assistant
Secretary General).

B0 Tselem al so oald@efingszed spbsihAnti i ssues such as
reports Black Flagand Presumed Guilty,attended by dozens of diplomats and international agencies
stationed in Israel and the oPt.

Spotlight: Advocacy on Area C Palestinian Communities
Threatened by Demolitions

B'Tselem reached out to a wide range of diplomats and representatives of foreign governments to
inform them of the human rights impact of Israeli policies that make it virtually impossible for
Palestinians to legally plan their communities and then threatens them with demolitions and
dispossession when they are thus forced to build necessary structures without permits. The threat of
demolitions and the freezing of development, is a constant fact clouding the present, and the future,
of many Palestinian communities. Even worsed in many communities all over the West Bank, the
threat is often realized, with demolitions a repeated reality, with terrible human consequences,
affecting communities, families, and minors.

B'Tselem's director discussed the plight of the mobile pastoralist communities in area C in meetings
with diplomats from the following countries: The European Union, The United States, Britain, Germany,
France, Norway, Switzerland, France, Sweden, Finland, Denmark and the Oféicof the Quartet
Representative.

B'Tselem's International Relations Director, International Relations Team, Field Research Director,
Research Director or Data Coordinators met with diplomats from the following countries to share
B'Tselem's concerns aboutlsraeli polices of demolition and dispossession in Area C: The United
States, Canada, France, Spain, Finland and Hungry.

B'Tselem staff also addressed these issues with international advocacy organizations and agencies
like Oxfam, OCHA, OHCHR, the Norwe@n Refugee Council, EMHRN and UNDP.

B'Tselem's advocacy efforts may have contributed to foreign governments awareness of the issues,
and key governments and agencies referred to the threats to Palestinian communities in Area C or
condemned demolitions.

Such references include:

1. US Government Comments on Area C : On June 25, 2015, the Bureau of Democracy, Human
Rights and Labor (DRL) at the US State Department published its 2014 country reports on the status
of human rights in countries around the world i ncluding a report on Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories. B'Tselem briefed members of the department in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and
Washington to ensure the inclusion of B'Tselem's information and analysis. According to the DRL
website, the reports are used by the Department of State and other government agencies. They also
signal to the human rights defenders and activists that the U.S. government recognizes their struggle
and stands with civil society in its unending effort to preserve human right s. The report stated the
following with regard to Area C:

"NGOs expressed great concern over demolitions in Area C of the West Bank. As of December 29,
Israel demolished 581 Palestinianowned structures in Area C and East Jerusalem, displacing
approximately 1,180 persons, compared with 660 structures and 1,100 persons in 2013. Forced



displacement continued of Bedouin and herding communities in Area C, and many of these
communities suffered from limited access to water, health care, education, and other basic services".

2. Statements by Acting US Consul
Dorothy Shea and State Dept -
Spokesman John Kirby: In July 2015, iited Susiya 1o signal US opposilon o
B'Tselem staff accompanied Acting US otz ettt e
Consul Dorothy Shea to Susiya, who said:
"Today | visited Susiya to signal US
opposition to planned demolition of the
village." (Source:  Twitter). State
Department Spokesperson John Kirby
sai d: "Wedr e cl
developments in the village of Susiya in
the West Bank, and we strongly urge the
Israeli authorities to refrain from carrying
out any demolitions in the village. Dem olition of this Palestinian village or of parts of it, and evictions
of Palestinians from their homes would be harmful and provocative. Such actions have an impact
beyond those individuals and families who are evicted." (Source: Transcript of State Dept Briefing Jul
16, 2015). Israeli and international media reported on these significant statements. In addition to this
tour, B'Tselem maintained regular contact with key people at the US Department of State and the
National Security Council to ensure that they were up-to-date regarding developments in Susiya
throughout the summer.

.......

3. Statement by US State Department Spokesperson John Kirby: On August 17, 2015, US State
Department Spokesperson bhn Kirby said during his daily briefings, the official, on the record
response by the US Administration: "We are also very troubled by the recent escalation of demolitions
and evictions, which include the destruction of dozens of structures and the displacement of over 150
people in the West Bank and East Jerusalem this month alone. Such demolitions and evictions are
harmful and provocative and indicative of a damaging trend, particularly given settlement -related
activity and continued construction in the West Bank and East Jerusalem." This statement was given
at an on-the-record press briefing during the summer wave of demolitions. B'Tselem published
extensively on the demolition wave, including this press releaseon Area C.

4. UN Press Release UN Officials call for an immediate demolitions freeze in the West Bank
Jerusalem, 18 August 2015: "Today, the Coordinator for Humanitarian and UN Development Activities
for the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt), Robert Piper, and the Director of UNRWA Operations West
Bank, Felipe Sanchez, expressed grave concern about demolitions that were carried out yesterday by
the Israeli Civil Administration in vulnerable Palestinian Bedouin refugee communities in Area C, near
East Jerusalem". The officials both called for an immediate freeze on demolitions in the West Bank. A
total of 22 structures were demolished in four communities (Khan al Ahmar Abu Falah, Wadi Sneysel,
Bir Miskoob and Az Zayyem Bedouin), displacing 78 Palestinians, including 49 children, the vast
majority of whom are Palestine refugees. All four communities are located in and around the area of
the planned E-1 settlement. According to UN records, this is the largest number of Palestinians
displaced in the West Bank in one day in nearly three years. Concerns are also rising over reports of

new di splacements today in the Jordan Valley c¢ommu
targeted some of the most vulner abl e communi ties in the West Bank
displacement is particularly concerning-near |y 50 children | ost their
these refugee families have now been di s fdnehezed f o

The four communities are among 46 located in the central West Bank that are included in Israeli plans
to transfer Palestinian Bedouin communities to three designated sites. The UN SecretaryGeneral has


https://twitter.com/uscgjerusalem/status/621754388386811905
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2015/07/244998.htm
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2015/07/244998.htm
http://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20150517_wave_of_demolitions_in_area_c

stated that the implementation of the propos ed or el ocati ondé woul d amount
forced evictions, contravening |Israelds obligati or
human rights | aw. 0The strategic implicationmns of
demolitions are occurring in parallel with settlement expansion. The relocation plan for these
communities would effectively remove Palestinian presence in and around the planned E1 settlement

project. This settlement project anticipates the construction of thousands of new Israeli housing units

in the West Bank on the outskirts of Jerusalem. E1 has long been opposed by the international
community as an obstacle to the realization of the two -state solution and a violation of international

|l aw. 0

5. Local EU statement on demolitions in Area C and on construction work on the separation

barrier at Cremisan, Jerusalem, 19 August 2015: " The EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah are
deeply concerned by an increasing number of demolitions of Palestinian structures in Area C in recent
days.

The demolitions on 17 August in four localities in the Jerusalem periphery directly affected 78 people
including 49 children, according to UN figures the largest displacement in a single day since
December 2012. These lgalities are all in or close to the planned E1 settlement and affect particularly
vulnerable Palestinian communities.

A further 42 people including 27 children were displaced by demolitions in Fasayel, North of Jericho
on 18 August. Both demolitions took place at the height of a heat-wave further exacerbating the
situation of the communities concerned.

The missions are also concerned at the beginning of works for the construction of the separation
barrier in the Cremisan valley on 17 August with the uprooting of trees in an ancient olive grove. If
built, the barrier will severely restrict access of 58 Palestinian families to their agricultural land and
profoundly affect their livelihoods.

EU missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah recall the Foreign Affairs Gmcil Conclusions of 20 July 2015,
in which the EU reiterated its strong opposition to Israel's settlement policy and actions taken in this
context, such as building the separation barrier beyond the 1967 line, demolitions and confiscation -
including of EU funded projects - evictions, forced transfers including of Bedouins, illegal outposts,
settler violence and restrictions of movement and access."

6. Jeffrey Feltman, Under Secretary -General for Political Affairs, Briefing to the Security
Council on the Sit uation in the Middle East, August 19, 2015:

"l srael 6s practice of demol i shing homes and str u
including 26 residential structures, were demolished in the occupied West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, displaing 177 Palestinians, including 89 children. On 17 August 22 structures were
demolished in four communities in the planned E -1 area affecting in particular vulnerable Palestinian

Bedouins which displaced 78 people, including 49 children. This was the largest number of
Palestinians displaced in the West Bank in one day in nearly three years. And yesterday, 27 structures,
including eight residential structures were demolished resulting in 42 displaced, including 27 children

in the Jordan Valley Area C commurity of Fasayil al Wusta. The SecretaryGeneral calls on the Israeli
authorities to halt demolitions of Palestinian -owned structures in the West Bank, to revoke plans that

would result in the forcible transfer of Palestinian communities, and to implement an inclusive

pl anning and zoning regime that wil/ enabl e Pal es
needs to be met".

7. Question Taken at the August 19, 2015 Daily Press Briefing, August 20, 2015, on
Demolitions in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, Of fice of the Spokesperson, Washington,
DC. (Attribution is on -the-record from Spokesperson John Kirby):

Question: "What is your reaction to recent demolitions in the West Bank and East Jerusalem?



Answer: We are deeply concerned over recent developments ttroughout the West Bank and East
Jerusalem. We continue to condemn all acts of violence, including recent attacks, and call on all sides
to take steps to de-escalate tensions and restore calm.

We are also very troubled by the recent escalation of demolition s and evictions, which include the
destruction of dozens of structures and the displacement of over 150 people in the West Bank and

East Jerusalem this month alone. Such demolitions and evictions are harmful and provocative and
indicative of a damaging trend, particularly given settlement-related activity and continued

construction in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

We continue to urge all parties to refrain from problematic actions that undercut the possibility of
peace and demonstrate with actions their commitment to a two state solution.”

International Advocacy Trips and Phone Briefings

During 2015, B6Tselem made sever al advocacy tr
on a series of phone briefings organized in cooperation with key internat i onal partner s
and J Street), which provided greater opportunity to reach geographically diverse audiences in the
United States with timely and relevant updates on the status of human rights in the oPt. These
included:

i ps
(B

A Operation Protective Edge conference call briefing: In February, B'Tselem staff, in cooperation
with B'Tselem USA, addressed ally organizations and members of the US government. The call
focused on B'Tselem's report Black Flag which investigated the policy of attacking residential
homes in Gaza during Operation Protective Edge. The speakers included B'Tselem USA director
Chelsey Berlin (moderator); Executive Director Hagai EAd, Gaza Field Reseatwer Khaled al
Azaiza, Data Department Director Noa Tal, and Research Department Director Attorney Yael Stein.

A 1l n March, B0 Tsel em E xAddraveléedwoeBerini for arcadvoaacy i aj toe El
invitation of BO Ts el e nmedVeorldk E-Ad metawitht deaision -rBakeesaadd f o r
leaders, including several briefings and discussions at the Bundestag, the Federal Chancery, The
Foreign Office, Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development, and the Evangelical
Church in Germany (EIR).

Aln April, B0 Tsel em s pokes popesnhagen I$anvitation oMdurckbya e | i
partner DanChurchAid (DCA), where she addresseda conference about technology and
democracy and met with stakeholders, including DCA General Secretary Birgitte QvistSgrensen
and staff at the Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. She also held meetings at the Danish
Parliamentary Ombudsman and the Danish Institute for Human Rights.

A 48 Years of Temporary Occupation : I n May, B0 Tsel em Ex-Acand i ve
B6Tselem USA Director Chelsey Berlin participate
meetings in Washington, San Francisco, Los Angeles and New York scrutinizing the guise of
temporarin ess through which Israel and the international community view the Israeli occupation.

During the tour, El-Ad spoke at events and roundtable discussions at the Manhattan JCC, J Street,
New Israel Fund offices in all four cities, OSF, the White House NationaSecurity Council, the State
Department and with staff at Open Society Foundations (OSF) and theNew York Times

A Area C Conference Call: In May, B'Tselem staff spoke on a conference call and live Q&A session
about the vulnerable Palestinian and Bedouin communities living in Area C. This call featured
B'Tselem Field Research Director Kareem Jubran, B'Tselem Researcher Noga Kadman, B'Tselem
Executive Director Hagai E{Ad and USA director Chelsey Berlin (moderator). An American rabbi
who took part in the pho ne briefing wrote following it: "Thank you for an informative call this
morning. | was aware of [another Israeli human rights organization] raising issues of unjust


http://www.btselem.org/publications/summaries/201501_black_flag
https://events-emea1.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1291654641/en/events/event/shared/1780821677/event_landing.html?sco-id=1780795068&_charset_=utf-8

demolitions in the past. | had no idea they were so extensive, and | really had no idea about the
government's intended annexation of Area C and what that means for villages like Susiya. It's truly
horrifying. Thank you for all your hard work, and great questions on the call!"

In June,Executive DirectorHagai EFAd traveled to Brussels for a targeted advocacy trip organized
in partnership with Oxfam. There, he met with various EEAS stakeholders.

I'n Jul vy, B0 Tsel emds Video Depar tMadco City bDniorder¢ot or |,
participate in Video4Change global conference on human rights work through video.
Representatives from 15 different countries and five continents came together for a vibrant
exchange of skills and strategies.

NnJul vy, J Street hosted BO0Tselemds executive dir
Anti-Democratic Moves I n | srael To Contr ol NGOs 6.

In October, Executive Director Hagai EFAd traveled to London and spoke at a panel hosted by
the European Council on Foreign Relations attended by diplomats, journalists and academics. He
also met with diplomats at the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO).

The West Bank after a wave of destruction I n October, B0 Tsel em Dir e
Kareem Jubran and BO&Ghslsy Rerin pdrSchpated inraeseriesoaf policy

briefings, events and private meetings in Washington and New York highlighting the wave of

demolition and forced displacement that swept Area C in August. During the tour Jubran and

Berlin spoke at eventsand private roundtables at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,

the White House, the State Department, Human Rights Watch and the New Israel Fund in DC and

New York. Jubran and Berlin also spoke on campus at the University of Maryland College Pk and

Columbia University in New York.

Recent Violence phone briefing: In November, B'Tselem Executive Director Hagai EAd, B'Tselem
Hebron Researcher Musa Abu Hashhash and USA director Chelsey Berlin (moderator) addressed
a conference call and live Q&A session to discuss the events of the fal with a focus on the return

of punitive home demolitions, and settler violence and movement restrictions Hebron.

| n December , J Street hosted B0Tsel emods execut
ol srael i s’ Civil Liberties Under Fireo.
In Decembe r B 0EXecutiVe dDirector Hagai EFAd retuned to Brussels to participate in the

17th EUFNGO Forum on Human Rights, on Protecting and Promoting Civil Society Space. The
forum brought together CSOs active in the fields of democracy and human rights fro m within and
outside the Europe and representatives from Member States, the Council of the EU, the European
Commission, the European Parliament, the EEAS, the United Nations, academia and think tanks.
EFAd brought the issue of the shrinking civil space in Israel for opposition to the occupation,
already of great concern to the international community, to the forum.

Voice of Dissent: 48 years of Temporary Occupation : | n December, Bo6Tsel em
HagaiEFAd and B0 Tsel em US A inPparticipated iroarseri€shoepblisydiefinBse r |
events and meetings in Washington, Boston, Florida and New York highlighting the human rights
violations resulting from the recent wave of violence in Israel, including the resumption of punitive
housedemoli t i ons, the killing of oOneutralizeddé assai
facing Israeli human rights organizations. During this tour, EI-Ad and Berlin participated in the

Foreign Policy Magazine 100 Global Thinkers conference, the Haaretzonference in partnership

with the New lIsrael Fund, a lecture at the University of Florida and meetings at the US State
Department, Oxfam America and the New Israel Fundd New England Region.


http://www.v4c.org/en/sharing-and-strengthening-second-global-video-change-convening
https://www.google.co.il/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwjxxsvH2MLLAhXCOBQKHcvPBFgQFggbMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecfr.eu%2F&usg=AFQjCNEYZpCQBa9RdrsEcyVUqgJd8DUKCQ&sig2=gq8tCAxgF-PyQOranpI5rw
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Public Outreach

Bdl'selem uses a variety of innovative strategi es to influence public opinion  in Israel and
internationally , raising awareness of the human rights situation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
These efforts include close engagementwith the Israeli and International press, a thriving new-media
department, an engaging and informative monthly newsletter, and Bdselem® renowned video
outreach to the wide public through shorts and documentaries.

Bd'selem Newsletter

In 2015, Barselem distributed monthly newsletters  in English and Hebrew via email to over 22,300
individuals, with a steady average open rate of 22%. The list includes diplomats, domestic and
international policymakers, journalists, academics and interested individuals, providing them with
current information and analysison human rights violations in the oPt.

Bd'selem Press Work

Bd'selem® research and documentation are well respected The New York Times

both domestically and internationally as a primary source of |«

information for media correspondents. In 2015, Biselem |fsraeli Group Says Military Attacks on Palestinian
Homes Appeared to Violate Law

issued 38 press releases (in HebrewEnglish and Arabic) to
over 2,000 local and foreign journalists. These, as well as
hundreds of press calls and individual briefings, served to
announce the release of new reports, issue data summaries,
highlight specific incidents of IHL and human rights
violations, and provide a human rights perspective on
current events. Bdselem also provided assistance to
journalists in preparing stories on human rights topics.

Bdselemb s  wi® regularly featured in the Israeli and
international media. Bd'selem is quoted regularly by dozens
of mainstream publications such as The New York Times
the Guardian, the BBC and the Washington Post, as well asReuters the Associated Press and other
news agencies, radio and TV stations. Media use both our information and data, as well as approach
us for comments and the organization& positions on a wide range of human rights issues. The
organization is in regul ar contact with international journalists based in Israel, and meets with visiting

media.

Israeli media quote Ba@'selem extensively, and video filmed by our video project volunteers appears
extensively on Israeli media. BY selemstaff are interviewed on Israeli electronic and printed media on

a regular basis in central media outlets, including Channels 1, 2, and 10, Haaretz and YNET, ande
contribute at least one op -ed a month for publication. In additionto news of B & T s e fepontsarsd
positions, a sizeable portion of Bd'selen® Israeli media presence is in the context of attacks against
the organization and against Israeli human rights NGOs and civil society as a whole.

An important and growing feature of B @'selem® media presence is independent media and the
blogosphere. Although this generally enjoys a smaller audience than mainstream media, it can break
stories that are followed up by mainstream media, and can serve as aconduit for issues that the
mainstream media deem non-newsworthy.

Bd'selem enjoys extensive coverage in Palestinian and Arabidanguage media, both as a trusted
source of information, as well as provider of interviewees and commentary.

In 2015, Bdor'selem continued to be cited on a daily basisin  the Israeli and foreign press, with at
least 1000referencesin the Israeli press andhundreds of citations in the international press, including
dozens of citations a month in major outlets . Bd'selem video footage also continued to be utilized


http://www.nytimes.com/times-insider/2015/02/17/border-crossings-from-gaza-to-israel-reporters-notebook/?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/times-insider/2015/02/17/border-crossings-from-gaza-to-israel-reporters-notebook/?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/28/world/israeli-group-says-military-attacks-on-palestinian-homes-appeared-to-violate-law.html?_r=1

regularly in the press, including prime time news editions in Israel. In addition, Baselem® staff was
frequently interviewed in the press and wrote op-eds in Israeli and foreign newspapers including:
Sarit Michaeli in YNet; Hagai EFAd in Walla, the New York Times and the Jerusalem Paost David
Zonsheine in Haaretz (monthly ), and Yael Stein inYNet.

Media highlights include:

The Guardian The battle to be Israel® conscience

Taz(German national publication) Interview with Hagai EI-Ad

The New York TimesIn Gaza and the West Bank, Love Struggles to Bridge the Separation

ABC Australia:lsrael faces backlash from hunan rights group over house demolition policy

Haaretz Late at Night at an IDF Checkpoint, One Palestinian Finds a Little Hope

A
A
A
A
A
A

The Jewish Telegraph AgencyWatchdog posts video of Israeli troops allegedly beating Palestinian
bystander

In addition, Google Scholar alone lists 279 references to Bd'selem in academic articles just in 2015.
These include articles on a variety of topics andin various publications, including Berkeley Journal of

Middle Eastern & Islamic Law Race and Class The Journal of Politics Global Studies of Childhood,
and many more.

Bd'selem Website

B0 Tsel emds web platform 5 th
focal point for B0 Tsel of
information and data and as a central clearinghouse

of human rights information. Its user-friendly UNHAPPY BIRTHDA o733

interface and interactive map continue to integrate 48 YEARS OFESEREE

B0 Tsel emds vi deo footag
B6Tsel embs more traditi:«
(statistics, maps, testimamies, etc.). This is done in a 7
way that conveys to the user every aspect of the ————————————— oo
context 0 geographic and legal d while making accessible the personal stories of right holders living

under occupation.

The site contains several mini -blogs and campaigns . The Eyes Wide Open Photo Blogbrings to
life B selem® multifaceted work for human rights in the West Bank and Gaza through candid photos
of impossible situations. It features select photos taken by B& selem® staff and volunteers during their
work in the oPt.

B0 Tsel emds we b557,152 timesairs 20145, by 407,208 visitors. 72 % of the visits were

from new visitors. 1,153,293 pages were viewed during 2015.134updat es wer e posted
website in 2015, on a wide range of issues, including: violence by Israeli security forces; Gaza in the
aftermath of Operation Protective Edge; communities facing expulsion; Hebron; fatalities in the West

Bank; and settler violence.

Yet, not everyone wants information about the occupation to be accessible to a global audience .
Throughout 2015, B'Tselemdealt with a large number of DDoS, WordPress, Pingback and various
other cyber-attacks. Some of these attacks can bedirectly attributed to hackers affiliated with the
right-wing camp in Israel, who wish to hamper B'Tselem's ability to function. Although B'Tselem's
serveris protected by a Deflect network, and wasn't directly hit, it remained a challenge to preserve
the quality and speed of browsing for the website userswhen the website was flood ed by network
attacks by thousands of computers around the world. We continue to develop solutions optimized
for B'Tselemtogether with Deflect in order to combat attacks.


http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/0,7340,L-4636187,00.html
http://elections.walla.co.il/item/2831323
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/01/opinion/israels-charade-of-democracy.html?_r=0
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Exploiting-anti-Semitism-for-the-occupations-sake-408179
http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/search-results?text=%D7%93%D7%95%D7%93+%D7%96%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9F&searchType=textSearch
http://www.ynetnews.com/Ext/Comp/ArticleLayout/CdaArticlePrintPreview/0,2506,L-4746791,00.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/12/the-battle-to-be-israels-conscience
http://www.taz.de/!156486/
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/02/08/world/middleeast/in-gaza-and-the-west-bank-love-struggles-to-bridge-the-separation.html?emc=edit_tnt_20150207&nlid=55515720&tntemail0=y&_r=0&referrer
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-09/backlash-over-israel-house-demolition-policy/7012436
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.684419
http://www.jta.org/2015/10/23/news-opinion/israel-middle-east/watchdog-posts-video-of-israeli-troops-allegedly-beating-palestinian-bystander
http://www.jta.org/2015/10/23/news-opinion/israel-middle-east/watchdog-posts-video-of-israeli-troops-allegedly-beating-palestinian-bystander
https://scholar.google.co.il/scholar?q=B%27Tselem&hl=iw&as_sdt=0%2C5&as_ylo=2015&as_yhi=2015
http://www.btselem.org/photoblog
https://www.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/853264421381591/
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Bd'selem®& Social Networks

After nearly tripling i n siasegrew byleapd and bourBHINM20¥] e mod s

Today, we have over 190,500 social media followers! This includes about 68,400 people on our
Hebrew Facebook page, 87,500 on our English Facebook page, 26,600 on Twitter (nearly doubled,

compared to last year) and over 8,000 on YouTube.B6 Tsel emds Facebook pages

actively reach out to the Israeli and international public, initiating discourse on pertinent human right
issuesand serve as a highly effective form of grassroots outreach.In 2015, on average, content from
B0 T s e Hebrawd Bacebook pagewas viewed by50,000 people daily and the English Facebook
page was viewed by 91,000 people daily.

Throughout 2015, Bd'selem® Public Outreach Department continued to extend the reach and
resonance of its human rights message using new media and related multimedia technologies.
Bd selem actively used interactive social networking and other web-based tools to target Israeli and
international audiences and to create a hub of public debate and engagement. These newmedia tools
have significantly expanded Bd'selem& outreach, with hundreds of thousands exposed to Bd selents
messages weekly and individual posts reaching over a million and a half people. This strong voice of
Bd'selend m the new media is especially important in Israel, where information on the human rights
situation in the oPt is strikingly absent from the mainstream press and the public agenda.

Reports and footage uploaded on social networks sparked discussion and encouraged members to
share the information throu gh their own networks, reaching millions in Israel and internationally. The

most popul ar post on BO3Ts e Paestdian ydlit bialeatiwang varanegfullyw a s

arrested for five days because the Israeli Police didn't bother to check his alibi, which reached a
staggering people 2,379,613 in Israel, and was shown on mainstream news broadcastsThe most
popular post on Bd'selem® English Facebookpage of 2015 was on the separation regime in Hebron,

akb

reaching 1,489,408 people.Thes econd mos't popul ar p o sFacebook paded T s e |

during 2015 reached 1,514,496 people, which is astounding in such a small country. It reported the
filmed incident in which soldiers set dogs on Palestinian youth. The English post on this incident also
reached an astounding 1,157,632 people

Spotlight: #SaveSusiya

On 4 May 2015 HCJJustice Noam Sohlbergdenied a petition for an injunction that would freeze the
implementation of demolition orders issued against homes in the village of Khirbet Susiya, which lies

in the South Hebron Hills in the West Bank. The

any moment, the Civil Administration can demolish all homes in the village. Demolition would leave

the residents 8 some 250-350 people depending on the season, including many children & with no
shelter in harsh desert conditions. They would be effectively expelled from their land in an act that is
not only cruel but also illegal, serving as a dangerous precedernt for expulsion of smaller, less
established communities, with less access to the international community.

B0 Tsel embs e#ShveSudiysa rteo phaeltp of the organizationos

expulsion of communities from Area C.1 s r dreatméns of Khirbet Susiya and its residents illustrates
its systemic use of planning laws to prevent construction and development by Palestinians in Area C,
which is under full Israeli control: most Palestinians in Area C live in villages for which the Israeli
authorities have refused to draw up master plans or connect to water and power supplies, under
various pretexts. With no other choice, the residents eventually build homes without permits and

subsequently live under constant threat of demolition and expulsion. This policy is intended to serve

the goal, explicitly declared by Israeli officials, of taking over land in Area C in order to formally annex

it to Israel in a permanent-status agreement with the Palestinians, and annex itde facto until then.

During 2015, Barselem launched several public campaign s, which included mini-sites and multiple
outreach strategies. The campaignsresponded to current events, in addition to proactively promoting

S


https://www.facebook.com/btselemheb
https://www.facebook.com/btselem
https://www.facebook.com/btselem
https://www.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/974332802608085/
https://www.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/974332802608085/
https://www.facebook.com/btselem/videos/10152718044491570/
https://www.facebook.com/btselem/videos/10152718044491570/
https://www.facebook.com/btselemheb/videos/853264421381591/
https://www.facebook.com/btselem/videos/10152654571046570/
http://www.btselem.org/savesusiya/english/
http://www.btselem.org/facing_expulsion_blog
http://www.btselem.org/campaignlist
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issues on Bd selem® agenda, such as the publication of research reports Of special note during the
period was Ba'selem® campaign on Susiya, which included several elements:

On 31 May Bd@'selem launched a mini -site
#SaveSusiya Stop the Expulsion!, in English,
Hebrew and Arabic. Themini-site, with links
to updated Bo6Tselem i
was viewednearly 6,000 times. Italso calls for
action and explains in simple and clear terms
what the struggle is about through a series of
guestions: Why act now? Why were the
demolition orders issued? Why does
demolition constitute expulsion? Where &
Susiya in the big picture? What can be done?

As part of the campaign, Bd'selem also
published posts on Facebook and Twitter,
which included photos and video footage filmed by B @'selem field researcher and resident of Susiya
Nasser Nawafah, which reached over 750,000 people in Hebrew and English.

Bd selem also sent out two press releases on Susiya during the period

A Civil Administration maps Susiyad residents fear imminent demolition

A Palestinian village Khirbet Susiya under imminent threat of demolition and expulsion

Subsequently the issue received abundant coverage in the local and international press , for
example in the Guardian: Israeli rights groups join battle to save symbol of Arab resistance to
evictions.

Spotlight: The NGO Law

Recent months have seen a sharp escalation in pressure on the civil societyrganizations that oppose

I s r a eyedr sccupaBion of the oPt. A wave of incitement against human rights NGOS aim to drain
attention and resources from anti-occupation NGOs and their partners, and divert it from the real

issue d the longest ongoing occu pation in modern history & and to convince the public that the real

problem is not that Israel has maintained control over the Palestinian population for 48 years, but

that the NGOs trying to end the occupation, are "foreign agents serving anti-Israeli interests'. This is
one manifestation of an outright witch -hunt for an imagined enemy from within.

Since 2009, a succession of bills have Dbeen prop
foreign funding from official entities or to label those who get such funding as serving foreign
interests. (Private money, foreign or domestic is not an issue). The first round of de-legitimization
attacks ended with the legislation of a softened version of the original proposals, a bill requiring
guarterly reporting of foreign entity funding. Throughout 2015, several versions of the NGO Bill were

proposed. Recently, the NGO Bill, tailored specif
that oppose Israeli government policy in the oPt and receive at least 50% of their funding from foreign
entities, passed the first reading in the Knesset.

been taken away and maintain dialogue with Israeli society not only about human rights but also
about democratic norms of free speech and freedom of associations. We hope to reinvigorate the
debate in Israeli civil society, reframe the discourse of loyalty and treason to a debate about the
occupation, and hold honest discussion about Israeli policy and accountability issues.

Government efforts to pass the law have greatly accelerated recently. In recent months, the Israeli
government has taken several steps to halt EU support for Israeli human rights organizations. Deputy
Foreign Minister Tzipi Hotovely has reportedly meet with EU member state ambassadors, demanding
thattheycut t heir stateds support for Israeli human ri


http://www.btselem.org/savesusiya/english
http://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20150510_civil_administration_mapping_susiya
http://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20150507_khirbet_susiya_facing_expulsion
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/06/palestinians-israel-court-evictions-khirbet-susiya-resistance
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/06/palestinians-israel-court-evictions-khirbet-susiya-resistance
http://www.btselem.org/savesusiya/english

has also urged her European counterparts to cut funding to Israeli and Palestinian human rights
groups.

INnlune 2015, three r elslls"weresubdmited bylsraelvparliamentméréb®rs. Two
proposed bill s, Jpwise Hdomet eadn db yod tstoeaed Ho mwede tifech ast | e s ,
"Foreign Agents" bills.

On 1 November, Justice Minister Shakel pr esented a new, government al
Disclose Support from a Foreign Political Entity Act (Amendment) (Increased Transparency for a
Supported Entity whose funding is primarily from

reading of the law was approved by the Knesset in February 2016.

If approved, the proposed law will require NGOs whose budgets are composed of over 50% of foreign
entity funding to: 1) Indicate the foreign funding sources on any publications and reports that
available to the public. 2) Indicate that their primary support is from foreign political entities in all
written and verbal communications with elected officials and with public servants, and 3) When
contacting elected officials or public servants and in reports which NGOs generate and distribute,
they shall specify, alongside indication of the foreign support, the names of the foreign political
entities that have donated to it during the applicable years.

B0 Tselem refused to | eftom ouh missien ol spealimmgkost aghiast e us
occupation. B0 Ts el em doasulatiorogmndcdopexatian with the muman rightis n
community in | srael. Throughout 2015, B6Tsel em he
Israeli organizations t hat oppose the | aw. The RoundTabl e con

rights organizations: The New Israel Fund Shatil, The Association for Civil Rights in Israel,Breaking
the Silence, Yesh Din Physicians for Human Rights HaMoked & Center for Defense of the Individual,
The Public Committee Against Torture in Israel Amnesty International Israel, Gisha Adallah,
MachsomWatch, Bimkom- Planners for Planning Rights and Akvot: The Institute for the Research of
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. Israeli Asylumseeker and refugee organizations have also participated
in meetings but are not part of the roundtable. The organ izations most vulnerable to the law are the
most active and form an informal executive committee.

B6Tselem has also informed the international com
diplomatic briefings on this issue. For example, in November, there was a briefing attended by
representatives of human rights organizations and 10 diplomats that expressed concern about the

progress which the anti-democratic measures are making in Israel

B0 Tselem did advocacy wor k organizationseandhteir leatirg figured, i Ci v
such as The Israeli Democracy InstituteA d a m, T e vTae Sddety ifon Protection of Nature in
Israel, and Life and Environment - The Israeli Union of Environmental NGOs we explained the
organi zationsd potential wvulnerability to the NGO

be used against them to stop environmental opposition to government interests such as building and
development. Key B'Tselem staff also met, together with other Israeli human rights organizations,
members of the Knesset from the Labor, Meretz, Joint List and Kulano paties.

B0 Tsel emds director, spokesperson, campaign direc:
international duty bearers, diplomats, American Jewish organizations and human rights organizations
on this issue. These include the following actors:

Diplomats and international duty -bearers from the European Union and US are being informed on a
regular basis. The EU is very preactive on this issue and has initiated several forums to discuss it.
B0 Tsel emds di-Adespakean thid ésgua at thea EUNGO Forum on Human Rights in
December, that addressed the shrinking space for civil society.

B6Tselem has been meeting with representatives of
Israel and despite varying opinions about the occupation, there is widespread agreement that
protecting free speech is of great i mportance to


http://www.nif.org/about/
http://english.shatil.org.il/
http://www.acri.org.il/en/
http://www.acri.org.il/en/
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/
http://www.yesh-din.org/
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/
http://www.hamoked.org/home.aspx
http://www.stoptorture.org.il/en
http://www.amnesty.org.il/?CategoryID=153
http://gisha.org/
http://www.adalah.org/en
http://www.machsomwatch.org/en
http://bimkom.org/eng/
http://www.adamteva.org.il/english
http://natureisrael.org/
http://natureisrael.org/
http://www.sviva.net/Info.php?docId=new_homepage

with groups such as J Street,Americans for Peace Now, Partners for a Progressive Isragland the New
Israel Fund.

B6Tselem has also been informing human rightés or ¢
American Civil Liberties Union, The Open Society Institute, Human Rights Watch, and Amnesty
International . We 6 v e al so been meeting wi tOxfams Oxfaant e gi ¢

arrangedd el egati on of representatives from BO6Tsel em,
Parliament, where they were able to speak with many Ewopean parliamentarians and duty-bearers.

Media exposure on this issue includes:
A +972 Magazine, Israeli gov't votes to support bill targeting left -wing NGOs, December 27,2015

A The New York TimesGr oup Calls I sraelis ©O6Forei gnstinhmsent s o
December 15, 2015.

A Al-Monitor, The Israeli justice minister's 'Transparency Law'November 2, 2015

A YNet New legislation targets Israeli NGOs, November 6, 2015

A The Guardian Human rights groups face global crackdown 'not seen in a generation' : August 25,
2015

Gender Mainstreaming

As always, BI'selem remains committed to gender equality, both as a component of its work plan,

and in the daily functioning of the organization. Onthe managerial level, four of the seven department
managers are women. The board of directors currently consists of six women and five men. The staff
of the organization consists of 17 women and 21 men.

With regard to its human rights documentation and advocacy, all of B dl'selem& work now
considers gender impact . Core actions such as research and reports, give a differential analysis of
numbers of men and women impacted and consider and discuss the unique effect of human rights
violations specifically on women and men when possible. It should be noted that many of the
violations that B@'selem documents and works to address predominantly affect men most directly,
taking place in situations such as protests or interrogations. Other violations such as home
demolitions and denial of family unification have a unique impact on women.

In addition, B OI'selem makes special efforts to find ways to enhance gender sensitivity in
Bolselemd video work . Bd'selem continuously reaches out to Palestinian women who have the
potential of becoming volunteer s in our video project. This outreach has succeeded in raising the
number of women volunteer s in the project to over 50, making up approximately a quarter of the
volunteers. Furthermore, we offer the women training sessions designed specifically for their needs,
and taking account gender sensitivities in Palestinian society.


http://jstreet.org/
http://jstreet.org/
http://progressiveisrael.org/
https://www.aclu.org/
https://www.aclu.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/
https://www.oxfam.org/
http://972mag.com/israeli-govt-votes-to-support-bill-targeting-left-wing-ngos/115274/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/16/world/middleeast/group-calls-israelis-foreign-agents-for-work-on-behalf-of-palestinians.html?_r=0
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/11/israel-ayelet-shaked-transparency-bill-leftwing-ngos-funds.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4667051,00.html
http://www.theguardian.com/law/2015/aug/26/ngos-face-restrictions-laws-human-rights-generation
http://www.btselem.org/video
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Women& involvement in Bd'selem® video project has shown that women tend to produce some of
the most powerful and valuable documentation of human rights abuses: When there are
confrontations with settlers or security forces, usually women distance themselves from the event,
while men often intervene. The women are left in the houses or near houses with the cameras to film
the event from a good location, photographically speaking. In addition, security forces are usually less

violent towards women who are filming, so they o752 oy QBB
have an opportunity to film the events even i T O SO A S B - =

when participating in them. This aspect of
Bd'selem® work was mentioned in January in
the prominent column by feminist writer Tsafi
Saar in Haaretz, in an article titled "Women take
a camera and change their lives'.

International Women & Day 2015: States of
combat and human rights violations have a
distinctive impact on women. It is important
that we hear their voices. In honor of
International Women& Day we asked
Palestinian  women to interview other '————
Palestinian women about their hopes, dreams and sources of inspiration.

Human Rights Community

B 6 T maslpmud to be a leading member of the human rights community comprised of Israeli,

Palestinian and international organizations promoting human rights in the oPt. | n 2015, BO6Ts
joined forces with several Israeli human rights organizations to coordinate a response to attacks
against the human rights community and the NGO Bill. B6Tselem is working cl o

human rights organizations on this, including very close cooperation with Breaking the Silence.

We are currently partnered in ongoing projects funded by the EU with the Association for Civil Rights
in_Israel (ACRI),HaMoked 8 Center for the Defence of the Individual and Bimkom & Planners for
Planning Rights. B0 Tsel em is alBwmMad HomamRights Network tEMHRN) and
the FIDH network, and participated in the annual meeting of Euro-Med Human Rights Network
(EMHRN)in Brussels in June

B0 Tsel emds Exec ut-Adparticipates ia a foronm corhpaisgdadf exéclitive directors of
leading Israeli human rights organizations, regularly coordinating our work on a range of issues.

B0 Tsel emds materi al s, i nformati on and expertise
advocates. B &6 T s e |reantacs witla dolfeagiuies from wther Israeliy Intarnational and
Pal estinian organizations, sharing information, c

emphasis on coordinating work on the issue of Khirbet Susiya, mainly with Rabbis for Human Rights
who filed a petition to the HCJ on behalf of the residents, as well as activist networks on ground.



http://www.haaretz.co.il/gallery/mejunderet/.premium-1.2532743
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http://www.hamoked.org/home.aspx
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