
Al-Jalazun Refugee Camp: 
Life in the shadow of 
the settlement of Beit El



Al-Jalazun Refugee Camp is located north of Ramallah. It was 
set up in 1949 as a temporary housing solution for Palestinians 
who became refugees during the 1948 War and were not allowed 
by Israel to return to their homes after the war ended. The 
camp’s residents are originally from 36 Palestinian villages 
around Lod, Ramle, Haifa and west of Hebron. The camp is 
run by UNRWA. Today, seven decades after the camp was 
established, the agency has 14,579 refugees registered as 
residents of al-Jalazun R.C., including 5,151 minors under 
the age of 18.  

The official borders of the camp stretch over 25.3 hectares of 
land that was leased from residents of the village of Jifna in 1949 
for a term of 99 years. The land is located west of Route 466, 
which connects the camp to the town of al-Birah to the south. 
Natural population growth has exhausted land for construction 
inside the camp, and some residents have purchased land 
outside the camp’s official borders from residents of nearby 
communities (Dura al-Qare’, Jifna and al-Birah) and built their 
homes there.

Three neighborhoods were built on land bought outside the camp: 
Iskan a-Zar’a, Jabal a-Dik and Dahiyat a-Tarbiyeh wa-a-Ta'alim. 
They are home to some 2,000 people, most of them refugees 
registered as al-Jalazun R.C. residents. Although UNRWA 
only supplies municipal services (such as waste collection 
and infrastructure development) within the official boundaries 
of the camp, it provides humanitarian services (health and 
education) to all camp residents, including those who moved 
to these neighborhoods.

UNRWA has built two schools at the main entrance to the camp, 
outside its official borders and on land belonging to the village 
of Jifna. The schools serve some 2,000 students.

In 1977, the settlement of Beit El was built near the camp, east 
of Route 466, on land privately owned by residents of al-Birah 
and of the villages ‘Ein Yabrud and Dura al-Qara’. Israel took 
over these lands in 1970, using a military seizure order that 
cited “security needs” as the grounds and covered an area of 
242.6 hectares (Order 1/70). About a year later, landowners 
petitioned the High Court of Justice against the seizure and 
the building of the settlement. The petition was dismissed 
after the justices accepted the state’s argument that this was 
not a permanent change and that building temporary civilian 
settlements in the Occupied Territories contributed to security. 
Several months after this judgment was issued, the High Court 
delivered its ruling in the Elon Moreh petition – a turning point 
after which Israel generally chose to build settlements on seized 
land by classifying it as “state land”, based on a manipulative 
interpretation of the law. 

The land seized under Order 1/70 was used to build not only 
settlements but also military bases. Over the years, Beit El 
expanded northward, toward al-Jalazun R.C. Its northern 
neighborhood, known as Beit El B, was built after Israel 
seized another 66 hectares of private land, this time without 
even issuing an order. Neighborhood B has apartment 
buildings, public buildings, roads and land reserves for future 
development. At the end of 2016, a total of 6,115 settlers were 
living in Beit El.
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Muhammad Zeid, 59 
works at the Palestinian Ministry of 
Communications in Ramallah
 
In 2015, my 85-year-old mother, 
Maryam, didn’t feel well, so I took her 
to hospital in Ramallah. The soldiers 
wouldn’t let me through, even though 

I explained the situation to them. I had to drive through Surda. 
When we got to the hospital the doctors told me that if I’d delayed 
any longer, I would have lost her.

Maram Abu Msalam, 13
An eighth-grader in the 
refugee camp’s girls’ school

Some of the teargas canisters that the 
military fired fell inside school grounds, 
in the schoolyard. The gas spread and 
drifted all the way up to the classrooms 

on the top floor, and we started breathing in the gas and to feel like 
we were suffocating. The teachers moved us out of our classroom 
and into the library, since it’s on the first floor, on the northern side 
of the school, where the teargas hadn’t reached. We were scared, 
and many of the girls felt like they were suffocating.

Jihad Masri, 24 
injured in the hip when a Border 
Police officer fired at him on 7 Feb. 
2014
 
Before I was injured I was into sports. 
I was a weightlifter. I used to weigh 
105 kg, but after the injury, my weight 

dropped to 73 kg. I don’t dare walk more than 200 or 300 meters, 
because then the pain gets worse and I start limping. Running is 
totally out of the question. But what I miss most is the weightlifting. 
I used to have dreams of winning a championship, but those 
dreams are gone forever.

Karim Nakhleh, 11 
injured in the head when a soldier 
fired a rubber-coated metal bullet 
at him on 3 Feb. 2014
 
Since the injury, I’ve been very irritable. 
Every little thing sets me off and I fight 
with my brothers and my friends from 

the neighborhood. I don’t like to go to school like I used to and my 
grades have dropped. I used to love playing soccer, but I hardly 
play any more. When I do try, I’m terrified every time something 
gets near my head and tremble at every passing shadow. 

The northern boundary of the settlement is now only 15 meters 
away from the neighborhood of Iskan a-Zar’a, and to the west 
it is only 180 meters away from al-Jalazun R.C.’s boys’  school. 
This proximity results in permanent military presence in the 
area, in observation towers and patrols along Route 466 and the 
area between the road and the settlement. Soldiers frequently 
clash with camp residents, mostly boys and young men. The 
altercations usually take place at the entrance to the camp, near 
the schools, and often involve use of crowd control measures. 
In some cases, the soldiers use live fire. Over the last five 
years, soldiers have entered the camp once a week on average; 
roughly 160 Palestinians have been injured by live ammunition 
Israeli troops fired (according to figures by the UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [OCHA]); and six, 
including four minors, have been killed by Israeli security forces. 

Over the years, the military has imposed sweeping travel 
restrictions on camp residents. In 2000, in the early days of the 
Second Intifada, the military blocked off the section of Route 466  
that runs between the town of al-Birah and the camp, forcing 
Palestinians from the camp and from neighboring villages to 
take bypass roads into Ramallah. In 2011, the military reopened 
the southern section of the road – about 1.3 kilometers running 
from the northern entrance to al-Birah (near the City Inn Hotel) 
to some 130 meters from the old southwestern entrance to 
the settlement of Beit El. This did not affect the freedom of 
movement of camp residents, as they have to cross the northern 
section of the road to reach the southern part. In 2012, the 
military also reopened the northern section, a 1-km stretch 
of road that runs from the old entrance to the settlement to 
about 200 meters away from the main entrance to the camp. 

This should have allowed al-Jalazun R.C. residents to travel 
freely along the road, but the military has since temporarily 
blocked off sections of the road, on various pretexts and for 
durations ranging from one day to several months. These 
roadblocks are particularly disruptive for the roughly 2,000 
camp residents who work in Ramallah and al-Birah and use 
this road in their daily commute.

The camp itself is severely overcrowded, and residents have 
exhausted all available construction options. The land outside the 
camp, where the new neighborhoods and the schools were built, 
was classified as Area C in the Oslo Accords. Israel maintains 
all planning, building and development powers in this area 
and withholds development opportunities from Palestinians. 
Camp residents who wish to build or extend their homes in 
these neighborhoods are faced with Israel’s blanket refusal 
to issue building permits for Palestinians in Area C. The Civil 
Administration issues demolition orders for homes built, for 
lack of other choice, without permits in Area C. Whether the 
orders are executed or not, their threat looms constantly over 
the residents.

Israel treats the camp’s residents as unwelcome guests in their 
own homes, refusing to shoulder its responsibility for them. By 
prohibiting development, it is forcing the growing population 
to remain crowded within the boundaries set for the camp 70 
years ago. Meanwhile, it uses the land of nearby Palestinian 
communities for its own ends, including settlement expansion, 
and promotes settler interests while ignoring the rights of the 
Palestinian residents. This is how the regime of occupation 
operates in al-Jalazun R.C. – and throughout the West Bank.

The constraints the settlement of Beit El imposes on life 
in al-Jalazun Refugee Camp
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