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B'Tselem — The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories was founded
in 1989 by a group of lawyers, authors, academics, journalists. and Members of Knesset B'Tselem
documents human rights abuses in the Occupied Territories and brings them to the attention of
policymakers and the general public Its data are based on independent fieldwork and research,
official sources, the media, and data from Palestinian and Israeli human rights organizations
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Introduction

The Oslo Accords ended on 4 May 1999.! This
report reviews and compares the status of
human rights in the Occupied Territories
before the Oslo Accords - from the
beginning of the intifada (9 December 1987)
to the signing of the Declaration of Principles
(13 September 1993) — with the period from
the signing of the Declaration of Principles to
the end of the interim period. Each of the
periods lasted almost six years.

Since the signing of the Oslo Accords. the
human rights situation in the Occupied
Territories improved according to certain
criteria, while, according to other criteria. the
situation remained unchanged or even
deteriorated. These criteria include, in part,
the severity. intensity. and scope of the
violation. Severity refers to the degree of
injury suffered by the victims. Intensity
relates to the duration of the violation. Scope
deals with the number of persons whose
rights have been violated

Until a sovereign state is established in the
Occupied Territories, international law
stipulates that Israel — as the occupier - is
responsible for protection of human rights
there. Also. the Interim Agreement itself
provides that it does not change the status of
the Occupied Territories,? leaving many
powers in Israel's hands,3 and does not
provide the Palestinian Authority (PA) with

absolute legislative power ¢ Therefore. both
during and after the Oslo Accords, whether
they are extended or replaced, B'Tselem
considers Israel responsible for what occurs
in the Occupied Territories, and for human
rights violations occurring there, in particular

in addition to Israel's systematic violations of
human rights, the Palestinian Authority has
also regularly violated the human rights of
residents in the areas under its control.5
Palestinian groups severely violated human
rights prior to establishment of the PA, but
the PA is itself a product of the Oslo Accords.
Furthermore. some violations result from
israeli pressure. 6 Taking both Israeli and PA
human rights violations into consideration, it
is clear that while the entity committing the
violations has changed in some cases,
systematic violation of the rights of residents
of the Occupied Territories continued after
the signing of the Oslo Accords.

Respect for human rights should play a
fundamental role in a peace process, which is
intended to lead gradually to reconciliation
of peoples at war. Protection of human rights
is a goal of this process since human rights
express basic democratic values that living in
peace is intended to guarantee. A purpose of
the Interim Agreement, stated in its

preamble, is the "determination |of the two
parties| to put an end to decades of

1 This is the official date that the agreements end. though the parties may decide that their provisions will
continue to apply until a final or other agreement is signed

2. Article 11(1) of the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and Gaza Strip, signed in
Washington, DC on 28 September 1995 (Oslo 2) (hereafter - the Interim Agreement)

3. As detailed below
4 Interim Agreement, article 18(4)-18(6)

5. See B'Tselem, Neither Law Nor justice: Extra-ludicial Punishment, Abduction. Unlawful Arrest. and Torture of

Palestinian Residents of the West Bank by the Palestinian Preventive Security Service (August 1995). B'Tselem and The
Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring Group, Human Rights in the Occupied Territories since the Qslo Accords: Status
Report (December 1996)

6. Israel pressures the PA to act against terror, resulting primarily in the violation of due process See
B'Tselem, Cooperating against [ustice Human Rights Violations by israel and the Palestinian National Authority following
the Murders in Wadi Qelt (luly 1999)



confrontations and to live in peaceful
coexistence, mutual dignity and security,
while recognizing their mutual legitimate and
political rights.” Israel's prime minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, has crowned
democracy and human rights the "third major
pillar of a lasting peace."? As this report
shows, however, the change in the situation
of human rights in the Occupied Territories

that followed the signing of the Oslo Accords
has only been quantitative, resulting from the
significantly smaller number of Palestinians
living under Israeli security control. Even
after Oslo, Israel continues to violate the
human rights of residents of the Occupied
Territories, and its human rights policy
remains substantially unchanged

7 Stated in a speech to the United States Congress. 10 luly 1996






