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I do not wish to make this sound like an Eritrean idyll; the men are
deprived of their liberty which is always irksome, and I know it is
impossible to console people who are parted from their loved ones.
But if this article relieves them of some of the anxiety which they
must have felt regarding conditions out there, then the purpose for

which it was written has been achieved.?*
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questioning of the doctors' credibility. Only a doctor can decide whether a detainee
should be sent to a specialist or a hospital. In addition, there is a specialist clinic in the
lock-up facility for administrative detainees.

Rubbish Bins

It is correct that barrels cut in half serve as rubbish bins in the Center. However, the
authors of the Report ignore a number of facts:

1. The detainees themselves throw their rubbish into the barrels - they do not keep
the area clean.

2. Every request to empty the barrels is granted [including on Saturday].

3. The detainees have plastic sheets to cover the barrels.

Despite this, the I.D.F. have produced new rubbish bins that will be introduced in a few
weeks.

With reference to spraying - inhabitants of the Administrative Detention Center were
issued with spray cans, which have subsequently been vandalized. They also vandalize
and tear blankets and tents.

Violence

The wardens and soldiers on duty at the Detention Center are armed for security reasons
and for their own protection. They also protect detainees who are being attacked by
fellow detainees.

Since the beginning of the year there have been two serious violent incidents. One
incident was quelled after shots were fired. In the second incident this was unnecessary.
In May, the last incident in which shots were fired, a detainee attacked a warden. It was
necessary to shoot the attacker after he ignored warning shots in the air. In September
there was an attempt to snatch the weapon of a soldier. Despite the fact that he was being
attacked, the soldier did not use his weapon. The claim that there had been many
shooting incidents in the Detention Center is erroneous.

Avital Margalit, Captain
Head, Information Dept.




Since this is known to all those involved in the issue, including lawyers working on these
cases, it is safe to assume that this is also known to "BTselem.” It is a serious matter
that the Report chooses to overlook this fact, and to present it as if this were the situation
today.

In the same manner there is no basis to the claim that the judges in the appeal cases are
not acting out of preventative considerations.

It is interesting to note that although the claim mentioned above has been made on more
that one occasion in the framework of an appeal to the Israeli High Court, the said Court
has never ruled that a military judge gave a judgement based on outside considerations.

It is clear that raising such a point as a matter of principle, while ignoring concrete
circumstances, alleviates the authors' necessity to deal with the problems and the specific
decisions made relating to it.

The Ketsiot Detention Center

Regarding the references to the Ketsiot Detention Center, it is stressed that as early as
1988 the conditions under which administrative detainees were held was brought to the
attention of the Israeli Supreme Court, whose judges even visited the site.

In their ruling, the Supreme Court judges approved the conditions under which the
detainees were held, apart from the issue of overcrowding. This problem has since been
corrected in accordance with instructions issued by the Supreme Court.

Since 1988, improvements and repairs in the Detention Center have been implemented.
This is also the orientation today and will continue in the future.

Israel sees no infringement of international law by the holding of detainees in Ketsiot.
This has also been approved by the Israeli Supreme Court.

In addition, the conditions in Ketsiot are in line with those set out in the Fourth Geneva
Convention [1949]. This is in spite of the fact that the Convention has no legal validity
for the residents of Judea, Sumaria and Gaza.

Following is a short response to a number of claims made by “"B'Tselem" regarding the
detention condidons in Ketsiot. These claims contain a glaring number of inaccuracies.

The Report claims that it is forbidden to wear watches in the Center. The anthor should
know that this has been permissible since September. In addition, since September 23rd,
the detainees have been allowed to listen to transistor radios in all parts of the Center
fone hundred transistor radios were bought for this purpose].

Unfortunately, the authors of the Report did not choose to check the facts before
launching into print.

The section relating to medical services is quite extraordinary. The detainees receive
medical care from military doctors, exactly like LD.F. soldiers. In every block a doctor
and medics are available. The commander of the lock-up is an officer with the rank of
major, who is responsible for the medical team. Even more extraordinary is the
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Response to "B'Tselem" Report Regarding Administrative
Detention.

The report issued by the "B'Tselem" organization on the subject of administrative
detention actually deals with two inter-twining issues. The first is the legality of the
process of administrative detention as used by the LD.F. in Judea, Sumaria and Gaza.
The second relates to the conditions under which detainees are held in the Ketsiot
Detention Center.

Regarding the legality of administrative detention - this step is clearly recognized as a
legitimate security measure by most of the nations of the world. It is also considered a
legitimate measure in the opinion of international law. Furthermore, not only is the
above-mentioned measure not at odds with international law (as can be understood in the
Report) - but Israel has chosen at its own initiative to restrict itself, in reference to these
measures, much more than is necessary according to the provisions of the Convention.

International law places no restriction on the length of time an administration order is
valid. According to the security regulations in force in Judea, Sumaria and Gaza, an
administrative detention order is valid for no more than six months. After this period, it
1S necessary to apply for a ncw order and go through the whole process again.

The authors of the Report try to claim that the extent of the use of detentions since the
outbreak of the disturbances in Judea, Sumaria and Gaza illustrate that this is a widely
used measure. They claim that there is no consideration of the individual aspects of each
case, and that outside factors irrelevant to the case often come to bear. In this matter we
wish to emphasize that such an order is only issued after a searching review of material
relevant to the case from a security point of view, regarding the illegal activities of the
person in question. This takes place only after the security authorities are convinced that
at the time it is not possible to try the subject in a military court because of the above-
mentioned illegal activities. The object of the detention 1s to prevent the subject from
engaging in subversive activity.

As in the past, the "B'Tselem” Report regarding administrative detentions contains a
number of inaccuracies and mistakes.

The Report quotes Advocate Tamar Peleg-Shriki who related to the form on which,
apparently, the decisions of the judges are recorded regarding the appeals against the
imposition of administrative detentions. This form was in use for a short period in 1988.
However, it has been out of use for three years. Since then all decisions are recorded in a
legal document acceptable in every legal process.
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