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B ' T s e l e m . The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the 
Occupied Territories, was established in February 1989 by a group of 
lawyers, writers, doctors, academics, journalists, and Knesset members. 
B ' T s e l e m . through its extensive documentary work, seeks to bring 
human rights abuses in the occupied territories to the attention of the 
Israeli public and policy-makers, and to counter the pervasive 
phenomenon by which human rights issues are pushed to the rear of 
the Israeli public consciousness. 

B ' T s e l e m assures that all its data are meticulously researched. 
Information is published only following in-depth field research carried 
out by staff fieldworkers. Fieldwork results are cross-checked with 
relevant documents (e.g. medical), official versions of the given 
incident, foremost that of the IDF Spokesperson's Office, and 
information from other sources, including Israeli, Palestinian and other 
human rights organizations. 
B'Tse lem was created out of a deep commitment to and concern for 
the humanistic character of the State of Israel, and the belief that 
respect for human rights and security concerns are not mutually 
exclusive. 
B ' T s e l e m . as a human rights organization, concentrates most of its 
efforts on the attempt to change the Israeli government's policy in the 
occupied territories, and to hold the government to its obligation to 
abide by international standards which arises out of Israel's role as the 
de facto authority in the territories. This notwithstanding, it should be 
clear that B'Tselem strongly opposes human rights abuses perpetrated 
by any party. B 'Tse lem thus vigorously condemns attacks on innocent 
Israeli civilians by Palestinians, attacks on innocent Palestinians by Israeli 
civilians, and torture and summary execution of Palestinians suspected 
of collaboration with the Israeli authorities by Palestinians. 
B ' T s e l e m maintains that the Israeli government in the territories, by 
virtue of its being an occupying military government, violates basic 
rights of the population, such as freedom of conscience and expression, 
freedom of association, and the right to vote and be elected to the 
government of their land. 

The perpetuation of Israeli rule in the territories for over a generation 
intensifies and aggravates these violations. 
B'Tse lem calls for an end to the Israeli military rule in the territories. 
An elected civilian body must replace the current regime, within the 
framework of a peace agreement that addresses and stipulates 
protection of the rights of all involved. 





INTRODUCTION 

A. Preface 

B'Tselem s third summarizing report deals with human rights violations 
in the occupied territories during the fifth and sixth years of the Intifada 
- from December 9, 1991 through December 8, 1993.1 The report 
surveys most of the serious violations that occurred during this period, 
and includes detailed statistics as well as testimonies recorded by 
B'Tselem 
From the beginning of the Intifada on December 9, 1987 through 
December 8, 1993, more than 2 ,000 people were killed in the 
occupied territories: 1 , 0 9 5 Palestinians were killed by security forces 
(including 2 4 2 children age sixteen and under); 5 8 Palestinians were 
killed by Israeli civilians; 5 7 Israeli civilians were killed by Palestinians; 
4 4 members of the Israeli security forces were killed by Palestinians; 
and 2 5 Palestinians were killed by Palestinian collaborators. According 
to the Associated Press, 7 7 1 Palestinians were killed from the 
beginning of the Intifada to the end of November 1993 by Palestinian 
activists for suspected collaboration with the authorities; according to 
the IDF Spokesperson's data, 9 4 2 were killed on such grounds during 
this period.2 Thousands more were injured by security forces' gunfire or 
by other means.3 

1. The Intifada began on December 9, 1987. An "Intifada year" in this report 
refers to the period beginning December 9 and ending December 8 of the 
following year. Thus, the first Intifada year is the period beginning on December 
9, 1987 and ending on December 8, 1988; the second Intifada year is the period 
beginning December 9. 1988 and ending on December 8, 1989, and so forth. 
2. In addition, in six Intifada years 1 1 5 people were killed within the Green Line: 
5 4 Israeli civilians by Palestinian residents of the occupied territories; 2 1 
Palestinians by Israeli civilians; 2 1 Palestinians by the security forces, (see note 
regarding this figure in Chapter One of this report, p. 23) and 1 9 security force 
members by Palestinians. 
3. B ' T s e l e m does not have statistics on the number of wounded, due to 
objective difficulties which make documentation nearly impossible. The term 
"wounded" is not easily defined, and it is difficult to track the number of wounded 
in the field after every clash in the occupied territories. The United Nations Relief 
and Welfare Agency (UNRWA) documents as "wounded" anyone admitted to its 
clinics, whether they arrived to receive first aid or were transferred to a hospital 
in serious condition. IDF data is only partial as the soldiers generally do not know 
the number of wounded after an incident, and the IDF relies, as far as we know 
and as IDF Spokesperson 's announcements indicate, primarily on reports 
regarding hospitalization or treatment received. 
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During six Intifada years, 4 3 4 houses were completely demolished as a 
punitive measure, and 3 1 4 others were completely sealed. S ixty-nine 
houses were completely destroyed by massive shooting in the course 
of operations against wanted persons, during which dozens more were 
damaged. Four hundred eighty-one Palestinians were deported from 
the territories. More than 100,000 were detained and jailed, thousands 
of them held in detention without trial (administrative detention). 
Internationally prohibited interrogation methods were employed against 
many detainees. Extended periods of curfew were imposed on 
Palestinians in different areas of the occupied territories. Certain 
populations were subject to restrictions such as limitations on 
movement and withholding of various permits, applied according to 
sweeping criteria such as age group or area of residence. 

The past two years have seen some improvement in a number of 
areas: 
Since the current government came into power in July 1992, 
apparently no houses have been demolished by military order as 
punishment for security offenses. The number of Palestinian prisoners, 
including administrative detainees, has dropped. In addition, the overall 
number of curfew days imposed on Palestinians, especially in the West 
Bank, has decreased. 
Easing of restrictions - defined by Israel as "gestures of good will" 
towards the Palestinians as part of the peace negotiations - included the 
return of deportees, the release of prisoners and the re-opening of 
houses and alleyways that had been sealed by the security forces. It has 
also been reported that some restrictions on travel abroad and entering 
Israel have been eased. Policy changes have been made regarding 
family unification, publication of a number of previously banned 
Palestinian newspapers has been permitted, and some economic 
restrictions have been eased.4 Details regarding some of the various 
improvements are included in the relevant chapters of this report. 

Several of these positive changes were the result of appeals submitted 
to the High Court of Justice (HCJ) against government policy. Many 
are partial and late adjustments in policy and practice which, as human 
rights violations, were unjustified from the outset. 
Alongside the easing of certain restrictions over the past two years, 
human rights violations in the occupied territories have continued. In a 
number of areas, the situation has deteriorated. 
Fatal i t ies: In the past two years the number of Palestinians killed by 
security forces has risen dramatically, as compared to the previous two 

4. According to a letter from Oded Ben-Ami, Communications Consultant to the 
Minister of Defense, January 18, 1994, in response to B 'Tse lem s inquiry. 
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years. During the first half of the sixth year of the Intifada, the number 
of Palestinians killed by security forces was double that of both the 
parallel period in the fifth year, and the second half of the fifth year. 
The number of children age 16 and under killed during the first half of 
the sixth year (37 children) was seven times the number during the first 
half of the previous year.s During the second half of the sixth year, 
eight Palestinian children were killed by security forces in the occupied 
territories. 
D e p o r t a t i o n : In the beginning of the sixth year of the Intifada. 4 1 5 
Palestinians were deported to Lebanon following attacks against 
members of the security forces by Islamic activists. The mass 
deportation, which was executed in contravention to the explicit 
prohibition in the Fourth Geneva Convention and in disregard of 
fundamental legal principles, was one of the largest-scale violations in 
recent years and of the Intifada overall. 
Demolition and Sealing of Houses: While the Rabin government has 
apparently ceased demolition of houses as a punitive measure for 
security violations, house sealings based on security pretexts have 
continued. Since September 1992, the security forces have adopted a 
new procedure of directing massive gunfire (especially anti-tank 
missiles) at homes thought to be housing fugitive wanted persons. 
Though many dozens of houses have been destroyed or damaged 
during such procedures, only in a small portion of the cases were 
wanted persons apprehended. 
Nightly Curfew: Alongside the decrease in the overall number of days 
of curfew in the occupied territories, the regular nightly curfew in the 
Gaza Strip continues. 
C l o s u r e : In the middle of the sixth year, following an increase in 
attacks against Israelis, a closure of unspecified duration was imposed 
on the Palestinian residents of the occupied territories. No satisfactory 
solutions were provided for the population adversely affected by the 
closure, particularly those who earn their livelihood in Israel and could 
not continue to do so because of the closure. 

Interrogat ion Methods : Human rights organizations continue to 
receive complaints regarding torture and severe ill-treatment during the 
interrogation of Palestinians, despite the affidavit submitted by the Head 
of the GSS to the HCJ in April 1993, according to which new 
restrictions had been introduced in GSS interrogation procedures. 

5. Due to the large number of children killed during this period, B ' T s e l e m 
published an information sheet on this subject and launched a public campaign. See 
B'Tselem. The Killing of Palestinian Children and the Open-Fire Regulations, 
Information Sheet, June 1993. 
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