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Protected persons shall have every facility for making
application... to any organization that might assist them.

These several organizations shall be granted all facilities for
that purpose by the authorities, within the bounds set by
military or security considerations...

[T]he Detaining or Occupying Powers shall facilitate, as
much as possible, visits to protected persons by the
representatives of other organizations whose object is to give
spiritual aid or material relief to such persons.
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Individuals, non-governmental organizations and relevant
institutions have an important role to play in contributing to
making the public more aware of questions relating to all
human rights and fundamental freedoms through activities
such as education, training and research in these areas...

:POM 18 PYD)

Individuals, groups, institutions and non-governmental
organizations have an important role to play and a
responsibility in safeguarding democracy, promoting human
rights and fundamental freedoms and contributing to the
promotion and advancement of democratic societies,
institutions and processes.
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Human rights are always increasingly at risk as peace and
security begin to break down and a situation slides towards
and into armed conflict. Defenders conduct missions into
barely accessible regions of a country in conflict, interview



victims and witnesses, conduct investigations, corroborate
information, and then document and report on their findings.
Their activities sometimes provide the only restraint on the
behaviour of combatants and allow the international
community to remain at least partially apprised of a changing
situation [...]

There should be no hesitation in saying that without the work
of human rights defenders, today, in countries where there is
ongoing armed conflict, millions of people would be much
more vulnerable to violations of their rights to life, physical
integrity, liberty, food, health, adequate housing, education
and many others, and the United Nations system would be
much less well equipped to address the conflict.

(United Nations, General Assembly, Human rights questions:
human rights questions including alternative approaches for
improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, UN Doc. A/60/339, 7 Sep. 2005)
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