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מרכז המידע הישראלי לזכויות האדם בשטחים (ע.ר.)

B’Tselem – The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories






                                                                                                      To:                                                                                                                22 July 2008

President Mahmoud Abbas
Office of the President
Ramallah

Prime Minister Dr. Salam Fayyad

The Prime Minister's Office

Ramallah

Minister of Justice Dr. Ali Khashaan

Ministry of Justice

Ramallah

Dear Sirs,

As I am sure you know, for the past two decades, B'Tselem has been one of the most consistent and outspoken defenders of human rights in the Occupied Territories.  Since 1989, in the wake of the first initifada, B'Tselem has published scores of reports and numerous case studies documenting various aspects of Palestinian human rights.  Most recently, we have published reports and conducted advocacy regarding: the denial of Palestinians' freedom of movement in the West Bank, the forced eviction of Palestinians from the center of Hebron, and the routing of the separation barrier to enable the expansion of Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

I write to you now to express my concern over the Palestinian Special Military Court's proceedings against Wa'el Sai'id Sa'ed Sa'ed and Mohammed Sa'ed Mahmoud Sa'ed, both convicted of treason and conspiracy for "collaboration" with Israel.  As you well know, the Special Military Court recently handed down sentences of death for both men.

B'Tselem understands the need to punish those who break the law.  Accountability is an important component of rule of law in any society.  Anyone suspected of committing a crime must be tried and, if found guilty, punished.  However, regardless of the severity of the crime, the death penalty cannot be part of an enlightened society's justice system.  The death penalty constitutes the most egregious breach of the basic right of the individual – the right to life – and B'Tselem opposes the use of the death penalty in all cases.

I respectfully urge you to commute these death sentences.  I would also urge you to act to abolish the death penalty in the Palestinian Authority. 

With the eyes of the world fixed on the Palestinian Authority, I urge you to demonstrate your intention to establish a society faithful to the principles of justice and equality.           

Sincerely,

Jessica Montell

Executive Director

רחוב עמק רפאים 43 (קומה שניה), ירושלים 93141, טלפון 5617271 (02), פקס 5610756 (02)
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