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The situation in the Gaza Strip =, : My ~ e
grows increasingly dire: violence Y % ' ' ' B'TSELEF
between Palestinian factions, on- By <. an ‘ o~ ot
going Israeli military operations, < 4 ' '
and crushing poverty and despair.
In this grim reality, there are no
quick solutions for peace and
prosperity. Some things are clear,
however: Despite the so-called
“disengagement” in August 2005
and the recent internal violence,

the Gaza Strip remains subject

to Israeli control. In fact, Israel

has turned the Gaza Strip into

the largest prison on earth, while

at the same time renouncing
responsibility for the lives and
welfare of its residents.

This publication surveys the
various spheres of Israeli control in
the Gaza Strip, and the implications
of this control. So long as Israel
retains extensive control over
Gaza, it cannot disengage from its
responsibility. It also documents
the missile fire by Palestinians in
Gaza into Israeli towns.

Israelis and Palestinians all have
the basic right to live in safety

and dignity, and the international
community has a crucial role to
play in ensuring that these rights
are respected.
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n August 2005, after
dismantling all Jewish
settlements in the Gaza

Strip, the Israeli military withdrew

its forces from the area, thus
completing what has been labeled "The
Disengagement".

Many people hoped that Israel’s
disengagement would separate Israelis
from Palestinians, and create the
foundations for a better future. Two
years later, Israelis and Palestinians are
still locked in bitter conflict.

Since disengagement, Palestinians
have fired some 2800 Qassam rockets
and mortar shells from the Gaza Strip
into Israel, killing four Israelis and
injuring hundreds more, particularly

in the southern city of Sderot. Israel
has responded with massive force,
killing 668 Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip, including 359 who took no part
in the fighting. To make matters worse,
internecine Palestinian violence has
escalated, with 357 Palestinians killed
in clashes between Fatah and Hamas
that ended with a Hamas takeover of
Gaza.

The Israeli government argues that the
occupation of the Gaza Strip is over,
and that Israel is no longer responsible
for what happens there.

The reality is different:

Israel still controls key aspects of life
in Gaza. The Israeli government claims
that such control is vital in order to
protect Israel’s security.

This may be the case, but control brings
with it responsibility:

If Israel insists on maintaining control
of Gaza, it must safeguard the rights
and needs of the people there. It must
minimize any harm to the civilian
population.
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Palestinians try to jump over the Egyptian-Palestinian controlled border, southern Gaza Strip. Photo:Suhaib Salem, Reuters
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In the following pages, we explain the elements of Israeli
control. Whether you call it occupation or not —

Israel's control of the Gaza Strip brings with it legal obligations
The international community — Europe in particular - has
been generous in providing humanitarian assistance to
Palestinians suffering the effects of poverty and violence.
This assistance 1s commendable. However, aid without

accountability only makes the Palestinians poorer and
more dependent. Alongside aid to the needy, humanitarian
agencies must demand that Israel acknowledge its
responsibility and remedy any wrongs it has committed.
Similarly, international donors must insist that the
Palestinian Authority respect international law and hold
accountable all Palestinians who target Israeli civilians.
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e When a Palestinian

child paints a picture
of the sky, there’s
always an Israeli 9y
helicopter there, too

Avi Dichter, former head of the Israeli General
Security Service, 31 May 2005

he Israel Air Force controls
the skies above Gaza. Israeli
military jets

and helicopters constantly roar
overhead. The Israeli army can decide
at any moment to interrupt radio and

television broadcasts.
There is no fence along the shoreline of
the Gaza Strip, but Palestinians do not

dare go out to sea without permission tHINS
from the Israeli army. Anyone who tries it :
to fish in the open water risks detention ] [] AR

and harassment. Although there are rich

reserves of fish along the coast of Gaza, - \What 8 it like to live where war planes thunder in the skies and the sea is off limits?

The al-Jamal family, Jabaliya refugee camp, photo: B Tselem

tens of thousands of local fishermen
remain idle. Israeli restrictions deal
a harsh blow to the fishing sector,
which provides a livelihood to many
Gazan families. Whereas fish was
once an important source of food for
GAGE

Gazans, today it is a luxury reserved for |SRAEL c ANNOT D‘SEN

those who can afford to purchase fish - . “_‘TY
imported from Israel. FROM ‘Ts RESP()“SlB

Israel does not allow Palestinians
to operate an airport or a seaport in
Gaza, with severe implications for
Gazans' ability to travel abroad or

engage in foreign trade. -

1

Omer al-Bardawil, fisherman, resident of Rafah

d

Farida al-Jamal, resident of Jabaliya refugee camp

A fisherman on the Gaza coast, photo: Ahmad Jadallah, Reuters
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he Rafah border crossing is
the gateway between Gaza
and the outside world.
This crossing on the Egyptian border
is the only exit from Gaza for medical
treatment, study, family, or any other
reason. All those entering the Gaza
Strip must also pass through Rafah.
In November 2005, Israel officially
handed over the border crossing to
the Palestinian Authority, to be run in
coordination with Egypt and European
monitors. In practice however, Israel
can still close this border crossing at
will, and frequently does. In fact, since
the Hamas takeover, the crossing has
been completely closed. Thousands
of people are stuck in Egypt with no
way to get home. Inside Gaza, the
sick or those wounded in the recent
fighting wait in vain to travel abroad for
necessary medical treatment that Gaza
hospitals do not provide.
Not only does Israel restrict travel
abroad. Even travel to the West Bank
is virtually impossible.The West Bank
and the Gaza Strip are recognized as
a single territorial unit in numerous
agreements, and residents of both areas
are mutually dependent in every area
of life. Israel promised free and safe
passage between Gaza and the West
Bank. In practice, however, Israel has
imposed a separation between the two
areas.
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Palestinians waiting for their relatives by the Rafah border crossing. Photo: Mohammed Salam, Reuters

CIVILIANS UNDER SIEGE N

Israel controls all routes into and out of the Gaza Strm No one can enter or Ieave

W|thout the armv 'S nermlssmn

Manal Abu Tawahina, resident of Dir al-Balah, Gaza Strip
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Rami Abu Samrah, journalist, resident of Gaza
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srael controls the
Palestinian population
registry. This means,

for example, that Israel decides
whether someone is defined as a
Palestinian or a foreigner, and
therefore whether they can enter

or leave the Gaza Strip.

Israel also has the power to veto any
change of address in the population
registry, and in fact refuses to register
Gaza residents who move to the
West Bank. |
This control determines people's fate. : \ ,

For example, a man from Gaza who |

moves to the West Bank will forever be . V ‘

The Nimer family, Gaza. Photo: B Tselem

r
considered an "illegal resident" of the E ' "

West Bank. He may marry a woman ’ ‘\ ‘ R
from the West Bank, get a job, build a

house, and have children, but he will _ A N s FE * S
live in constant fear. If he is caught by .t/ = " : y F S|ESE
Israeli soldiers, he will be expelled to . | Sy _ = :

the Gaza Strip — without his family, and

Xiﬁ?;;ii?}i;hommsomeonefmm Exercising the hasic right to choose where to live depends on the population registr
srael controls this reqistrv == - g

the Gaza Strip will also not be allowed I

to live in Gaza. In the past, foreign

spouses received temporary residency w
permits, but these have now expired

and people (mostly women married to —_
Palestinian men) now find themselves -

trapped. If they leave Gaza to visit

family abroad or receive medical
treatment, they will not be able to return /
e

to their husband and children in Gaza. ﬁ
They cannot enter Gaza through the -

Rafah crossing, because it is only for
those with a Palestinian identity card,
and they have no alternative crossing.

NOT DI
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“GAGE Hussam Abu “Ajwah and Wissam Nimer, residents of Gaza
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he Karni crossing is the
commercial lifeline for the
Gaza Strip. It is under

complete Israeli control. All imports
and almost all exports pass through
Karni. When the crossing is closed,

or only half functioning, the tiny and
dependent Gaza economy is strangled.
Factories close and basic items are

in short supply. Since the Hamas
takeover of Gaza, Israel has kept Karni
completely closed. Some 75% of Gaza
factories have shut down due to a
shortage of raw materials.

Even before the Hamas takeover, Israel
did not live up to its promises:

e Israel promised that the Karni
crossing would be fully functional by
the end of 2006, and that 400 export

- I e ‘.llrf > - 4
trucks could cross each day. ‘
* In practice, just 12 export trucks on
average passed through the crossing Q -

each day in 2006.

* During the first five months of 2007, |grg@| has complete control over imports to and ex orts from Gaza, bringing its econom

an average of 42 trucks a day passed

through the crossing. to the brink of collapse. [ B

* On June 12, Israel completely closed | e
the Karni crossing. 4 PR — f._
-
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Palestinian farmers destroying produce to protest the closure of the Karni border crossing. Photo: Mohammed Salem, Reuters

Clearly Israel must protect itself,

and has genuine security concerns
regarding Karni. Many times, however,
the crossing has been closed for long
periods without any specific security
threat, and without providing any _
alternative. - - 2 . R
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Nahad Al-Nahal, merchant, resident of Rafah




e It’s like a diet —
the Palestinians will
lose lots of weight, 1,
but they won’t die.

Dov Weissglass, advisor to the Prime Minister,
16 February 2006

or the past year, public
services in the Gaza Strip
have been 1n a state of

collapse. The Palestinian Authority
could not pay salaries, purchase
equipment and medicine, or provide
any social assistance. Half the budget
of the Palestinian Authority was held
by Israel. These funds come from VAT
and customs imposed on goods destined
for the Gaza Strip that are imported
through Israel. Since the election of

the Hamas government, the funds have
been withheld. Doctors, teachers, police
officers, and other civil servants did

not receive their salaries. The public,
which needs these services, had to learn
to make do without. After the recent
Hamas takeover in Gaza, Israel began
to transfer tax revenues to the Fatah-led
government in the West Bank.

Israel is obligated either to allow the
Palestinian Authority to function — or
to assume direct responsibility for the
Palestinian population. If Israel does
not transfer the tax revenues, it must
provide health, education, and welfare
services directly to Palestinians.

VALUE ADDED TAX ¥

When Israel decides to withold tax monies from the Palestinian AuthOI‘It\L § ‘ |

—

ordmarv_people pay the nrlce

Palestinians receiving food parcels from an international relief agency, Khan Yunis. Photo: Ibrahim Abu-Mustafa, Reuters

Dr. Rafat Shehadeh, physician at the hospital in Beit Lahiya,
resident of Gaza

Samah Muhsan, a nurse at Shifa Hospital. Samah, a resident of Jabaliya refugee camp,
1 2 D5§3 has not received her full monthly salary since February 2006. Photo: B’ Tselem nﬁ;: 1 3
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he end of the Israeli ground

occupation inside the Gaza

Strip in August 2005 did
not end the firing of Qassam rockets
by Palestinian militants into Israel. The

In the past two years’

668 Palestinians were killed in the Gaza Strip by the Israeli security
forces. Over half — 359 people — were not involved in any hostilities at
the time they were killed. 126 of those killed were minors.

361 were killed by missiles fired from helicopters. 39 of those killed
were targeted for assassination. 99 were killed by tank fire. 18 members

Israeli army responded forcefully from - f of one family were killed by shells that hit their home. Another 357
the land, sea, and air. ' people have been killed in fighting between armed Palestinian groups
Passers-by in crowded areas have been y — over 150 were killed in the Fatah-Hamas clashes in June alone. Of
hit by missiles aimed at suspected % those killed, 90 did not take part in the fighting.

4 During the same period, Palestinians fired some 2800 Qassam rockets

militants. Residents of densely-
populated neighborhoods were killed by
artillery shells — a weapon that is known
to be imprecise. Palestinians spotted
close to the perimeter fence, including
children, have been shot dead.

During the clashes following Israeli
military operations in the Gaza Strip,
many civilians who had no connection - ; A ““‘
to the fighting were killed.

When Israel intentionally destroyed the
only power station in the Gaza Strip
in June 2006, Gaza fell into darkness

and life was disrupted for over three

35332?26amongpalesﬁmanfacﬁonshas In the past two vears, 668 Palestinians were killed by Israeli security forces in the Gaza Stri
nother 357 people were killed in internal Palestinian fightin

and mortar shells into Israel from the Gaza Strip. Four Israeli civilians

were killed by Qassam rockets and hundreds were injured. Four
members of the Israeli security forces were killed in attacks originating
in the Gaza Strip.

* the statistics are accurate for the period 1 September 2005-25 July 2007

Palestinian family beside house demolished in military operation in Beit Hanoun. Photo: Khalil Hamra, AP

also taken a heavy toll. Family members A
of militants from the opposing side have
been targeted. Palestinian civilians and
foreign journalists were abducted and, in
some cases, summarily executed. Israeli _

soldier Gilad Shalit continues to be held C AN“OT SENG AGE
illegally as a hostage. ‘SRAE‘-

International Humanitarian Law FR“N\ ‘
provides special protection for civilians

in armed conflict. Targeting civilians

is absolutely prohibited, even if the

purpose is to protect other civilians.

Even attacking military targets is

prohibited if the attack will cause

disproportionate harm to civilians.

These rules are universal. They apply to

Israel. They apply to the Palestinians.

Those who break these rules bear

criminal liability for their actions. Eddy A'zran, 36, resident of Sderot, Israel

Na’il Al-Natur, 13, resident of Rafah

ofg2 [pxy)
1 4 B'TSELEM B'TSELEM 1 0



