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מרכז המידע הישראלי לזכויות האדם בשטחים (ע.ר.)
B’Tselem – The Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories



19 June 2006 

Mr. Amir Peretz 

Minister of Defense

The Kirya

Tel Aviv

Dear Mr. Minister,

Re: Reconsideration of Route of the Separation Barrier

We welcome your decision, as reported in today's edition of Ha'aretz, to order the defense establishment to reexamine the route of the separation barrier.
In this context, we draw your attention to the report In the Guise of Security: Routing of the Separation Barrier to Enable the Expansion of Israeli Settlements in the West Bank, which B'Tselem and Bimkom published in December 2005. Our research, in which we examined twelve sections of the separation barrier, revealed that, contrary to contentions raised by the defense establishment, one of the major considerations in setting the route was a desire to place land on the "Israeli" side for expansion of existing settlements or establishment of new settlements. The report also showed that, where security considerations were inconsistent with expansion of the settlements, the planners preferred expansion, even at the expense of security.

In setting the route while taking into account settlement expansion plans, the planners caused greater violation of the human rights of Palestinian residents of the villages near these settlements than would have resulted had the route been based on protecting the settlements' existing boundaries.

In light of your decision, we offer you the extensive material we have accumulated in this matter, such as information on outline plans, aerial photos, and testimonies of Palestinians who own land near the barrier. We would be pleased to present the material to you directly or to anybody on your behalf, in the manner and time you consider appropriate.

Sincerely,

[signed]
Jessica Montell

Executive Director
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